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YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
for $5.00. 


THE AMPLIFIED 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The understandable new trans- 
lation that explains itself. 





Approved and recommended by 
evangelical pastors, educators, 
and leaders. 

“Undoubtedly this translation will 
be of great assistance to the Eng- 
lish reader because it conveniently 
gives, as a part of the text, syno- 
nyms that one could find only by 
exhaustive use of a dictionary.”— 
The Sunday School Times book 
review. 





Teachers, students, pastors, and other Christian workers will find The 
Amplified New Testament a valuable assistant when preparing lessons, 
sermons, etc. 
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the names go on our mailing list and your copy (or copies) of ‘this 
book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis of one book for 
every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and men- 
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A Winter Cruise to the 


West Indies and South America 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will 
sponsor a winter cruise next year to 
the West Indies and South America on 
the Canadian Pacific’s new S..S. Empress 
of England, sailing from New York on 
February 17, 1960. The nineteyn-day 
cruise will include calls at St. Thomas, 
V. IL; Grenada, Windward Is.; Port of 
Spain, Trinidad; La Guaria, Venezuela; 
Curacao, Netherlands: West Indies; Cris- 
tobal, C. Z.; Kingston, Jamaica; Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti; and Havana, Cuba. 
Sightseeing will be arranged at each ’f 
these ports. 
Fuller details will be given in later 
issues of THE SunpAY ScHoo. TIMES. 
Meanwhile, those interested may write 


_ for an itinerary. Just address The Sun- 


day School Times Company, Harry J. 
Jaeger, Director, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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Lesson for October 18 in this issue 
Lesson 3.—Sharing the Living Christ. 
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Lazarus 


By Leslie Savage Clark 


HEN he came back they shook 
their heads, 
The folk of Bethany, 
And wondered, when on starlit nights 
Upon a hilltop, he 
Would stand with face uplifted, rapt, 
As though he listened there 
To some faint music, haunting-sweet, 
Which echoed down the air. 
At sunset time when golden clouds 
Towered to Heaven’s dome, 
He smiled as though he, wistful, 
glimpsed 
Some lost beloved home. 


They whispered he was getting queer, 
Absent-minded, odd— 

This traveler who had been so near 
The far frontiers of God. 
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Arrows Sharpened With Love 


We hope for the Lord’s coming, but 
we need to be prepared for death. As 
we grow older we become aware of in- 
creasing infirmities. Pain in some part 
of the body may be the first warning 
and medical tests may show that the 
trouble can lead to death. When a 
Christian makes this discovery, he may 
be tempted—being human—to be afraid, 
at least of suffering if not of death; to 
give way to remorse, thinking that if 
he had been more careful he might 
have avoided it; to harbor secret re- 
Sentment because it has happened to 
him. But these thoughts destroy peace 
of mind, and render one less able to 
face the trial. There are other thoughts 
that will help him to meet it. Death has 
been the common lot of the greatest 
Saints of past ages, though it has come 





to them in a variety of ways. Believers 
are in the Lord’s keeping and He orders 


the events of their lives. We ean con- 
fidently say with the Psalmist, “My 
times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31:15); 
and, “In thee, O Lord, do I put my 
trust .. . Be of good courage, and, he 
shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord” (vv. 1, 24). We may 
rest assured that He will not bring our 
earthly life to an end until His time. 
There is a quaint picture of a messen- 
ger of death in the last half of “The 
Pilgrim’s Progress,” which describes the 
journey of Christiana and her children. 
“Now, while they lay here, and 
waited for the good hour,” says Bunyan, 
“there was a noise in the town that 
there was a post come from the Celestial 
City, with matter of great importance 
to one Christiana, the wife of Christian 
the pilgrim. So inquiry was made for her, 
and the house was found out where she 
was. So the post presented her with a 
letter. The contents were, Hail, good 
woman; I bring thee tidings that the 


b 4 


Master calleth for thee, and expecteth 
that thou should’st stand in his presence 


“{n clothes of immortality within these 


ten days. When he had read this letter 
to her, he gave her therewith a sure 
token that he was a true messenger, and 
was come to bid her make haste to be 
gone. The token was, an arrow with 
the point sharpened with love, let easily 
into her heart, which by degrees 
wrought so effectually with her, that at 
the time appointed she must be gone. 
When Christiana saw that her time was 
come, and that she was the first of this 
company that was to go over, she called 
for Mr. Great-Heart her guide, and told 
him how matters were. So he told her 
he was heartily glad of the news, and 
could have been glad had the post come 
for him.” We can rest upon the sure 
foundation of the Word, saying with 
David, “Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they- comfort me”; 
and with Paul, “For I am in a strait be- 
twixt two having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ; which is far bet- 
ter” (Phil. 1:23). Whether the last en- 
emy that shall be destroyed (death) is 
allowed to take us, or we are caught up 
“to meet the Lord in the air,” we shall 
leave behind all our pain and trials and 
go at once«into the presence of Christ, 
whom we have loved and served; “and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 


Life's Destructive Processes 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“Gray hairs are here and there upon 
him, yet he knoweth not” (Hos. 7:9). 


HE words of Hosea respecting Is- 

rael are very apposite to many a 

Christian in these days. The peril 
of unconscious loss of strength, of pre- 
mature decline and decrepitude, which 
is here so strikingly and graphically 
described, is one of the greatest and 
most-to-be-feared dangers of our Chris- 
tian life. There are those who have 
somehow failed to safeguard their heav- 
enward relationships, who somehow 
have not continued as they commenced. 
There was a time when they professed 
undivided allegiance to Christ. But 
somehow their lives today do not attest 
the reality of that experience at all. 
They have gone back from their early 
resolve. And God in His mercy and 
grace would bring us to an_ honest 
recognition of that fact, the facing of 
our present condition, and the facing 
again of the possibility of life lived in 
the power and under the control of 
Jesus Christ. There is a terrible pos- 


sibility of backsliding from _ holiness. 
Such backsliding is not, as a rule, de- 


_liberate, not positively willful, but it 


is tremendously real in its effects in 
our lives. There is no fact more patent 
to any one of us who reads rightly the 
book of his own life. For with each of 
us spiritual enthusiasms tend to evap- 
orate. It is not too much to say that if 
this backsliding state be not arrested, 
if there be no impartation of new im- 
pulse, none can measure the result. 
We cannot with impunity trifle with 
the great eternal facts of the grace of 
God in its relationship to these lives 
of ours. “Gray hairs” are upon many 
a Christian life, and the tragedy is that 
we do not know it. 

This figure, as used by the prophet, 
is very easily understood. Hosea 
looked upon Israel, and saw signs of 
decay in the national life. The aggres- 
sion of foreign foes and the, disinte- 
gration of domestic insecurities had 
made the life of the nation weak and ir- 
resolute. Unholy alliances, contrary. to 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Hath not God chosen the poor 
of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he 
hath promised to them that love 
him?” (Jas. 2:5.) 




















the command of God, had led the peo- 
ple to idolatries, which, in turn, had 
brought in their train nameless and 
shameless immoralities, leading them, 
as such a course of life must inevitably 
lead men or nations, to a renunciation 
of all the obligations that faith in God 
imposes. In other words, declension 
was the forerunner of deterioration, un- 
til there was in the life of the nation 
no soundness, and no strength of wit- 
ness, and no power of. obedience. And 
yet the nation did not know what was 
taking place; it was self-deceived, un- 
willing to face the facts, even when the 
prophetic voice of Hosea pointed them 
out. The nation was peacefully living 
in a fool’s paradise, content to have 
these signs of premature decay unde- 
tected because of the fascination of ma- 
terial prosperity. For side by side with 
spiritual declension was material pros- 
perity; and that fact blinded leaders 
ahd followers alike to the real issue 
which. the prophet saw under the in- 
spiration of the Spirit. 

This. is a peril that’ constantly besets 
nations, and history attests it. It is a 
peril that besets the Church. It is a’ peril 
that besets and attacks those who have 
made profession of their faith in Christ. 
There are “gray hairs” here and there, 
and too often we know it not. There 
is a danger of taking things for granted, 
of taking spiritual relationships as mat- 
ters of course rather than of concern. 
Oh, that we might be warned of this! 
The unconsciousness of it all is the real 
peril, The salt loses its savor noise- 
lessly; light becomes darkness: silently. 
The ‘ebb of the tide is almost unnoticed 
until the water has. left the land dry. 
“Gray hairs” come, and we do not no- 
tice them coming, for they do not an- 
nounce their presence. There are some 
people who grow gray in a single night, 
but we do not meet such people very 
often. There are sins that wither and 
blight life like a lightning flash. But 
they are not common sins. And so we 
go on backsliding gradually, so gradually 
as to attract no attention. And then 
some crisis comes, something .that 
shakes life to its very foundations. And 
then the destructive processes of the 
past are all. unveiled and discovered. 
- It is .pathetic to. find people who, 
when they do discover their gray hairs, 
try to hide them; they are so foolish 
about their personal appearance that 
they try to hide any sign of approach- 
ing age, deceiving only themselves. So, 
too, it is spiritually. Oh, the pathos of 
it! Trying to express juvenility when 
premature age has fastened upon us 
and sapped us of real strength. 

How is it possible that there should 
"be this unconsciousness. of the presence 
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of gray hairs upon us? If a man will 
honestly and constantly look at himself 
in the mirror, he will soon detect these 
ominous marks of premature age. In 
the Christian life this is part of the 
necessary process of things. There 
must be a constant comparison of the 
actual—that is, what we are—with the 
ideal—that is, what God expects us to 
be. There must be a constant com- 
parison between our present condition 
and our original intention. In other 
words, we must bring ourselves repeat- 
edly to the mirror of God’s Word, both 
to. see what manner of persons we are 
and what manner of persons God in- 
tends we should be. For in that mirror 
of His holy Word we see the Man 
Christ Jesus, our Saviour and our Ex- 
ample, we see in Him all the expres- 
sions of perfect. character into which 
God seeks to renew our lives. And, 
seeing Him as He is, we see ourselves 
as we are; and we see also the possi- 
bilities of transformation, according to 
the purpose of God, which only our 
sin and disobedience thwart and hinder. 
Let us look into this mirror once more. 
Is the “gray hair” of secret tolerance 
of sin upon us? We see in Jesus Christ 
a separation from the world. We re- 
member when we first put our trust 
in Him, how the passion to be in fel- 
lowship with Him seized us. What is 
our attitude toward the world today? 
There are Christians who adopt a char- 
itable attitude to the world’s frivolities. 
What about our home life? . What about 
our. business life? There are Christians 
in whom the love of money has become 
a really dominant factor, determining 
the whole course of their life’s action. 
Does the passion for God, and His 
Word, and. His work fill our lives to- 
day? Do we love prayer as once we 
did? Do we love those sacred and 
secret: intimacies with the Lord over 
His Word as once we did? Is our love 
to.Christ expressing itself in love . to 
those for whom He died? “Gray hairs 
are here and there upon him, yet he 
knoweth not.” 

These “gray hairs” which are to be 
seen are undetected because of men’s 
increasing activity in the many things 
of which life tends to become full. It 


is said of Mr. Darwin that in early life - 


he had been dévoted to poetry and 
literature, and to Shakespeare in par- 
ticular. But soon his scientific studies 
absorbed all his attention and powers, 
until at the close of his life, when he 
laid aside a measure of his scientific 
work, and turned again to the poets, 
he found he could not understand or 
appreciate them. That .sense of ap- 
preciation had been atrophied. “Gray 
hairs” had been growing upon him, and 
he’ knew it not. . Gains in lower spheres 
often make us oblivious to loss in 
higher ones. A man may win a fortune, 
but the very winning of the fortune 


‘makes him oblivious to the fact that he 


is losing faith A man gains riches, 
but loses rest of heart. A man acquires 
power, and loses piety, and knows not 
the price he is paying. A man: gets the 
crown of wild olives which the world 
(Continued on page 767) 


- the adornment that comes 


Notes on Open Letters 


Questions on Dress 


Won’t you please interpret for me 
the following Scriptures as they ap- 
ply in this day and time, taking up 
each item, as it may require, in each 
verse—gold, jewelry, pearls, bobbed 
hair, permanents, fancy hair arrange- 
ments, immodesty in dress, grotesque 
grooming,—to itemize—and all else 
in general. Since one may observe 
seeming digression from these Scrip- 
tures in some of the things mentioned 
in the very highest and best Chris- 
tian circles—consecrated, life-surren- 
dered people who work for God— 
one wonders how to interpret and 
the stand to take. God doesn’t con- 
tradict His Word or condone evil, so 
if He doesn’t convict but continues 
to bless and supply the needs of these, 
then I desire to understand and have 
my conception fit in with His. 

The Scriptures are: 1 Timothy 2:9, 
10; 1 Peter 3:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 11:5, 
6; 10, 13, 15. And, please, what is re- 
ferred to in 1 Corinthians 11:16?7—A 
Texas reader. 


“In like manner also, that’ women 
adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not 
with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
costly array; but (which becometh, 
women professing godliness) with good 
works” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10). 
phrase here is “modest apparel.” The 
main exhortation of these texts is that 
Christian women should dress modestly 
and perform good works, not making 
their dress, or hair styles, or jewelry 
so prominent that they will be continu- 
ally noticed. “Broided” means “plaited.” 
Braided or plaited hair is a very decent 
form of coiffure, and is much neater 
than letting the hair hang loosely.. A 
little: gold, or small pearls, or good 
clothing are not wrong if they do not 
attract undue attention to the wearer; 
though some feel that they must never 
wear any jewelry.. This is a matter 
for the personal conscience before God. 

“Whose adorning let it not be that 


outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 


and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 
of apparel; but let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is ‘not cor- 
ruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4). 
Here again a key phrase is “a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in. the sight of 
God of great price.” If one took the 
extreme position that all the items 
mentioned here were prohibitions, then 
he would have to include “putting on 
of apparel,” which is reducing the argu- 
ment to absurdity, for Christian women 
must wear clothes. The emphasis is on 
from true 
Christian character. ee 
“But every woman that prayeth or 
prophesieth with her head uncovered 
dishonoureth her head: for that is even 
all one as if she were shaven. For if 


the woman be not covered, let her also . 


be shorn: but if it be a -shame- for a 
(Continued .on page 764) 
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|. The Peril of Contradicting the Scriptures 


Some of the startling results 
of Higher Criticism 


has occurred among Protestant 

church members in their attitude 
toward the Bible. Many Christians 
have lost their confidence and supreme 
interest in the Bible of their forefathers, 
who went through the horrors of the 
Reformation to obtain the Bible. This 
is the direct result of acceptance of 
conclusions of German Higher Criticism. 

Biblical criticism is defined in the 
dictionary as, “Detailed inquiry into the 
origin, integrity, authority, and text of 
the Bible. Lower Criticism commonly 
deals with the text. Higher Criticism, 
with the literary and historical fea- 
tures.” 

Higher Criticism gradually degener- 
ated into rationalism and this is the 
sense in which the term should be used, 
as will become evident from what fol- 
lows. 

An intimate friend of your grand- 
father, Dr. W. J. Erdman, was Nathaniel 
West. He was a great scholar, and your 
grandfather thought he was the greatest 
theologian of his generation. He knew 
the German critics well. He quotes in 
his book on Daniel what Delitzsch said, 
“Higher Criticism is a _Bible-hating, 
history-manufacturing science.” 

When I was a boy, the greatest enemy 
of the Bible and the church was an 
infidel named Bob Ingersoll. He wrote 
a book called “The Mistakes of Moses.” 
Today “Christian” liberal seminary pro- 
fessors go much further than Ingersoll. 
They have tried to prove that Moses 
himself was a mistake. He never lived, 
or if he did, he couldn’t read or write. 
In any case, his birth occurred long 
after his death. 


Dear my lifetime a great change 


No Reverence for the Scriptures 

The defenders of Higher Criticism call 
it “reverent,” but that the Higher Critics 
have little regard, certainly no rever- 
ence for Scripture, is proved by the 
following opprobrious epithets that have 
been applied to the Pentateuch. I col- 
lected these fifty years ago from Higher 
Critics and prominent clergymen of 
England, Scotland, and the United 
States: “Narratives that directly con- 
tradict one another,” “anachronism,” “stu- 
pid accretions,” “excrescences,” . “bare- 
faced inventions,” “myths,” “fables,” “the 
incredible,” “allegories,” “legend,” “gross 
fiction,” “romance,” “folklore,” “in- 
equalities and improbabilities,” “tra- 
ditions taken from the mouths of the 
people,” “interpolations,” “poer compila- 
tions, the work of numerous redactors, 
hot to mention the wretched. incompre- 
hensible editing of the whole.” To be 
brief, the critics have reduced the first 
chapters of the Bible of both Jews and 
Christians to the level of Uncle Remus 
Stories. However, “he who proves too 
much, proves nothing,” except his own 
animus or animosity, for somehow the 





This is the first of six articles giv- 
ing clever, sometimes humorous, and 
effective answers to many of the 
arguments of the Higher Critics. 
Frederick Erdman is a son of Wil- 
liam J. Erdman, D.D., one of the 
consulting editors of the Scofield 
Reference Bible and of whom it is 
reported that D. L. Moody said he 
knew his Bible better than any other 
man in the country. Though the 
author has no medical degree and 
never pretends to have, his friends 
all know him as “Doctor” Erdman 
because of the benefits that have 
come from the physical treatments 
he has given to thousands of Chris- 
tian workers and others through 
nearly sixty years. He is the author 
of “The Control of the Circulation 
by Physical Methods,” published by 
The Frederick Erdman Association. 

The booklet from which these arti- 
cles are taken was written for the 
author’s two sons, Frank and Bill, 
and may be had at sixty cents a copy 
from him at .414-416 West Chelten 
Ave., Germantown, Philadelphia 44. 








editor of the Books of Moses has man- 
aged to arrange his mass of misinfor- 
mation into a Mosaic of considerable 
value both to Jews and Christians; but 
the critics say, as in the days of. the 
golden calf, “As for this Moses . . . we 
wot not what is become of him, and 
they made a polychrome hexateuch in 
those days and rejoiced in the works of 
their own hands.” 

The men who used all these naughty 
words about the Books of Moses taught 
the little boys in school and college and 
seminary who are now translating 
Bibles and writing encyclopedias having 
the same wrong premises; and on the 
very same premises which were bought 
and paid for by people who believed the 
Bible. 

You remember the silly statements in 
your schoolbooks about the Bible, e.g., 
that writing was unknown in the days 
of the supposed Moses. But archaeolo- 
gists discovered that there was “a postal 
delivery system in Palestine 1,750 years 
before Abraham,” and he lived 400 years 
before Moses. (From “The Deciding 
Voice of the Monuments in Biblical 
Criticism,” Kyle, p. 37.) 


Not a Forgery 

You were taught the first step in 
Higher Criticism of the Bible when you 
read that the Books of ‘Moses were 
written 800 years after Moses didn’t 
live, by forgers. This is too absurd to 
discuss, but it was printed in your 
schoolbooks and believed by the liberal 
(or loose) professors in modern semi- 
naries. Forgers could never write the 
Bible, and today if a man should try to 


-Mount of Transfiguration. 


By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


pass off on a Jew one counterfeit ten 
dollar bill, he would soon land in jail, 
and have plenty of time to reconsider 
the documentary theory of the Penta- 
teuch. The Jewish nation would never 
accept forged Books of Moses. 


Seeds of Doubt 

You will wonder how so many Chris- 
tian (?) scholars (?) got this way, so 
that they would believe anything any 
German said. Only a few years before 
you were studying these falsehoods 
about the Bible, these theological pro- 
fessors were themselves little boys in 
school, and they believed all the attacks 
on the Bible in their schoolbooks. The 
Chinese have a proverb: “A word in the 
mind can breed a doubt, ten thousand 
oxen cannot drag’ it out.” Then they 
went to seminaries where some pro- 
fessor who had been to Germany in- 
jected into their heads all. the evil 
things said by unregenerate German 
professors. If a man has a wrong prem-. 
ise in his mind, the more brains he 
has, the further and faster he goes from 
the truth. 

When a schoolteacher suggested that 
the three hours of darkness that oc- 
curred at the Crucifixion were due to an 


. eclipse of the sun, as is suggested even 


in the new Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, you knew. that somebody 
was mistaken, because the Crucifixion 
took place at the full moon, and there- 
fore there could be no eclipse of the 
sun. Also, you knew that the length of 
all eclipses of the sun added together 
would not make three hours. 

To illustrate how easy it is to rewrite 
history, especially ancient history, read 
in the latest edition of the Encyclopae- 
dia Britannica what is said about Elijah. 
God, as. He did to Moses, manifested 
Himself to Elijah on Mt. Horeb. This 
is one of the highest spiritual events of 
the Bible. 

The whole*history of Israel and Judah 
was to prove that they were defeated in 
battle and destroyed by their enemies 
whenever they made military alliances 
with heathen nations who had vile re- 
ligions, and defied the God of Israel. 

To suggest therefore, that Elijah, one 
of the greatest prophets in the Bible, 
went to Horeb to get help from Arabs 
(“the wild asses of the desert”) and 
lead Israel in their disobedience to God 
is a supposition or insinuation contrary 
to the whole Old Testament; and also 
Elijah. appeared with Christ on the 
Therefore 
this idea impairs for Christians the 
value of the New Testament as well as 
the Old Testament. 

The German Higher Critics claimed 
that their science was something new. 
That is not so. The Encyclopaedia 
Britannica fifty years ago said that 

(Continued on page 761) 
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Aids to a Better Sunday School Program 


Enhancing: your message with audio-visuals, color, and tape 


Effective Use of 
Audio-Visual Helps 


By Esther Miller Payler 


EACHING in Sunday schoql needs 

more than willingness and high ob- 
jectives. A teacher also needs dedi- 
cated skill in using various methods in 
imparting Bible truths and communi- 
cating the principles of Christian liv- 
ing. 

People who, in their offices, shops, 
and homes, make use of the most mod- 
ern appliances so their work may be 
more efficient, sometimes, in . Sunday 
school teaching, stay in a rut by failing 
to use the. modern resources available, 
and by sticking exclusively to the lec- 
ture method of teaching. True, the 
lecture method has its uses, but, when 
not supplemented by other methods, it 
may go in one ear and out the other 
of some students. Lively discussion is 
an improvement, but it is still using 
only the hearing avenue of communi- 
cation between teacher and pupils. 

The secular schools use modern audio- 
visual aids in their teaching, so why 
not the church schools? Audio visual 
help may be applied to any method or 
material to make teaching more mean- 
ingful through seeing and hearing. The 
church has used audio-visuals from an- 
cient times in the form of stained glass, 
carvings, architecture, music, art, and 
pageantry. 

Audio-visuals may be divided into 
two groups—nonprojected and projected. 
The nonprojected group includes pictures 
and photographs, clippings, maps, globes, 
diagrams, posters, blackboards, cartoons; 
graphs, charts, scrapbooks, and bulletin 
boards. 

Projected audio-visual aids may be 
expensive for class use, but they are 
often well worth the expense and ef- 
fort in stirring up Christian convic- 
tion and. action. Some film strips and 
motion pictures may: be rented for a 
fee or purchased outright. Projected 
audio-visuals include records, slides, film 
strips, record players, tape recordings, 
motion pictures, radio, and _ television. 

Among nonprojected aids none is 
cheaper and more lasting than a black- 
board. It can be used in many ways. 
For all ages, pictures and diagrams by 
the teacher and. pupils can make the 
lesson clearer. With youth and adults, 
the’ teacher may put questions’ on the 
‘ board before the lesson to stimulate 
discussion. Discussions may be kept on 
the track. by listing points as they are 
presented. 

I know an Adult teacher who ‘uses 
the blackboard to make an outline of 
the lesson and the points to remember. 
Sometimes he also writes the Golden 
Text, or some other verse of Scripture 
pertinent to the lesson. 





If references are made to outside 
reading, the name of.the book, author, 
and publisher may be written down 
for accurate copying, thus saving repe- 
tition. Diagrams, sketches, and draw- 
ings may illustrate a lesson, even if the 
teacher does not have artistic ability. 
What is on a blackboard is seen and 
remembered more easily. Never let 
your blackboard remain blank, for the 
Bible is a rich storehouse. bulging with 
quotations that will strengthen daily 
living. 

A bulletin board in a classroom, can 
bring to class attention clippings, pic- 
tures, and other material to supplement 
the lesson, or to keep the class informed 
on ways to apply the Christian princi- 
ples learned in the lesson. 

Maps provide better understanding 

of the Bible and help pupils see the 
réasons for some facts otherwise hard 
to understand, as for instance, the re- 
peated invasion of the Holy Land. 
A. tape recorder is most versatile. 
Excerpts from sound religious programs 
from radio and TV, concerts, interviews 
with people who cannot come to class, 
but whose views may contribute to an 
understanding of the lesson all may be 
helpful. Lectures and discussions at 
conferences and conventions, or record- 
ings of class discussions can be played 
back. Sermon excerpts can be used. 
Absent members or those who have 
moved can send back messages. 

While showing slides and film strips 
require inexpensive equipment, some 
members may own and be willing to 
loan their projectors and screens. One 
advantage of this form of visual aid is 
that a picture may be left on the screen 
for a time for study. 

Motion pictures also demand expen- 
sive equipment, but they are effective 
in giving life to Bible places and mis- 
sionary activities. 

Your church publishing house has 
audio-visual aids and can supply you 
with information as to where .to obtain 
what you wish. Sometimes local book- 
stores, libraries, government agencies, 
and travel companies, such as the air 
lines will supply or lend free films for 
postage. 

When you plan to use audio-visuals 
be sure to order or make a reservation 
well in advance of the date of use. 
Some church supply houses require a 
first and second choice, especially on 
free materials, which circulate widely. 

There are some drawbacks in the use 
of . audio-visuals, in Sunday school 
teaching. Time is perhaps the greatest. 
An experienced operator, who does not 
have to waste precious lesson or as- 
sembly time in making adjustments 
and getting the .equipment ready to 
function is sometimes hard to. find. Ex- 
‘perience has proved it is wise to check 
films and materials and give them a 
trial run before using. 


A special room that can be easily 
darkened in the daytime is a help in 
showing pictures. One Sunday school 
uses one of their classrooms and has 
black shades, which roll almost out of 
sight when not needed. 

Audio-visuals may be entertaining 
but that is not their purpose in Chris- 
tian education. They make teaching 
more vivid and helpful. The teacher 
must select only what will fit the spe- 
cial needs of his class. Audio-visuals 
do not make teaching easier or less 
time-consuming in preparation, but 
they are an effective help in giving 
variety, in making more understand- 
able many phases of Christian work, 
and in bringing the Christian message 
to pupils in. a way they cannot easily 
forget. : 

Cuevy CHASE, Mb. 
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Adding Color and interest 
to Your Department 


By Eleanor Hollamon 


RE you a Sunday school leader who 
has never given a thought as to 


how your department appears to the 


children who enter it on Sunday morn- 
ing? Do you have an auditorium that 
is bare and cold? Does your depart- 
ment look as if no one had been there 
since last Sunday morning? 

In visiting other churches the last few 
years the writer has always made it a 
point to inspect the various depart- 
ments, with special interest in the Pri- 
mary Department. In so doing we have 
found that there is a tendency to forget 
about the Sunday school during the 
week. Forgotten is the need to inspire 
and interest the children who come to 
us for spiritual teaching. 

One new church, an edifice to delight 
even the most critical, was, we thought, 
a-wonderful place to get ideas for our 
Sunday school. To our dismay we 
found that the departments from Nurs- 
ery to Junior were just empty, lifeless 
rooms with cold, bare cement walls. 
Not a trace of color was seen anywhere. 
In each jaillike cubicle that served as 
a classroom were paint-chipped tables, 
disarranged chairs of mottled colors, 
cottage cheese boxes of broken crayons 
spewed over the table tops and on the 
floors, walls devoid of lesson pictures, 
and no. curtains at the windows. In 


one: corner a limp piece of white paper 


was hanging. cater-cornered by one 
thumbtack, We wondered ‘how the 
teacher and leader of the department 
could teach little boys and girls to be- 
lieve that God has given us such beau- 
tiful things to enjoy when they do not 


' take advantage of them. 


In another much older and smaller 
church, we were delighted to ‘find that 
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the Nursery Department was a real de- 
light. The leader had requested the 


members of the church to donate any: 


children’s furniture that was not being 
used. She had painted it all pink and 
plue. Pink-and-blue striped material 
was used for the cafe curtains that 
hung crisply at the windows. A dark 
blue linoleum was on the floor. Pictures 
of the Baby Jesus;, kittens, puppies, 
and many things appealing to children 
were hanging low on the walls. One 
could tell that here was q leader that 
was in her department more often than 
just for a short time og Sunday morn- 
ings. The rest of the rooms in the 
church were just as thoughtfully deco- 
rated. 

Some may say that too much deco- 
ration is not commendable in the house 
of God. Of course teaching about Jesus 
Christ is the first and most important 
factor, but Christ Himself used many 
practical devices with which to teach, 
especially did He use the wonders of 


nature. Why then can we not bring 
nature into our bare Sunday school 
rooms? We cannot actually bring a 


tree into a small room but we can use 
a picture or a real tree branch to sug- 


gest it. We can use the colors that God 
has given us. Are they only for out- 
doors? We can use them in many 


different forms, through flower arrange- 
ments, scenes used on a sand table, a 
tree branch hung with an idea for the 
month, colored streamers used spar- 
ingly. In decorating, it is always a 
good idea to associate with the theme 
that you have in mind a center focal 
point that relates to Christ and His 
teaching. In placing large red valen- 
tines on the wall for the valentine 
theme we have used, we centered a 
picture of a child praying. On another 
valentine a child in church was shown. 
Many other pictures of children and 
their life with Christ were displayed. 
The reason for this was to have the 
children associate the message of love, 
which valentines symbolize, ‘with a 
child’s love for Jesus and the church. 

Perhaps the question arises, Where 
does the money come from to purchase 
these materials, if the Sunday school is 
too small to get financial aid from the 
budget of the church? Just how much 
do these children mean to you as a 
leader and teacher? Are you interested 
enough’ to ‘insure the future of these 
children against the wiles of evil? Will 
you invest some money of your own? 
It really takes a very small amount, but 
it does take time and imagination. The 
paramount factor is the desire and 
willingness to go all out for the Lord: 

Some have said, “Where do you get 
all these ideas? I could never do any- 
thing like that.”. If you will keep on the 
alert for every interesting idea that 
you come across, jot it down in a little 
notebook, and file it away, you will 
have no trouble in getting ideas. 

In most Sunday school literature 
there are ideas for the windows and 
other decorating schemes. If you do 


not get literature that furnishes these 
ideas, you may find many helps at your 
One paper-backed book 


bookstore. 
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that has helped our department is put 


out by the Dennison Co., which manu- 
factures paper products. You can adapt 
many of the ideas that they offer to 
your particular needs. 

One important factor to remember is 
to be timely. Plan ahead for the com- 
ing holidays. and special days.’ This 
will suggest ideas for decorating. Have 
your department ready at. least three 
weeks in advance. It is not necessary 
to overdo, just to suggest. If. you are 
planning for summer, keep the rooms 
light and airy. Birds, butterflies, sail- 
boats, anything that is connected with 
summer may be used. In our public 
grade schools, teachers use pictures and 
ideas that they bring in from nature. 
This is a good way for you to get ideas. 
Visit your schools; then. carry home 
and adapt the ideas that you have seen. 
In the fall, use displays of Indian corn, 
colorful gourds, harvest pictures. Many 
Sunday school supply houses have pic- 
tures that illustrate the lessons. Get 
them on the wall! Not half-way up to 
the ceiling, but down where the small- 
est ones can stop and look if they are 
interested. As you think of the many 
holidays that come throughout the year 
you will, have no trouble in working 
out themes. Above all remember to 
bring Christ into your decorating by 
Scripture verses and by discussing the 
theme with the children. 

In some churches, the classrooms are 
partitioned off by means of screens. 
Even under such difficulties you can 
make your class space come to life. 
Pictures can be hung upon the screens. 
Little vases of flowers can be in the 
center of the table. A portable shelf 
can be made to hang from the crossbar 
of the screen on which you: can place 
objects that will interest the: children. 
A sweet potato growing in a glass will 
be watched by little children. Living 
creatures such as goldfish in a bowl, a 
turtle crawling around on a dish all are 
objects that a child can be made to 
associate with learning about God. 

So if you have never tried bringing 
life and interest into your department, 
it would be wise to try this plan and 
see if you do not agree that our Sunday 
school rooms can be an inspiration and 
a stimulation. to your regular attend- 
ance and to the new pupil who will be 
coming in. Do not let that new child 
go away from your Sunday school with 
the impression that he has been in a 
dreary. place. Put up bright and cheer- 
ful curtains. Paint the walls a soft 
color. Keep your tables and chairs 
painted attractively. Have your depart- 
ment shining for Christ Jesus. It will 
please Him, and others will note that 
you enjoy serving your Master with all 
your heart and soul. 


VANCOUVER, WASH. 
yy 


When I am living in the will of God, 
my enemy may shoot an arrow against 
me; by the time it reaches me it may 
glance aside if God wills, but if He 
wishes. it to strike me, it has become 
God’s will for me.—F. B. Meyer. 
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Missionary Tapeline 


By Viola C. Oehmcke ~ 


SMALL ordinary box 6 by’6 inches 

is dropped into a.mailbox in a small 
city in southern Wisconsin. It is ad- 
dressed to Miss Juanita K— in Nigeria, 
Africa. Juanita is a well-adjusted mis- 
sionary, completely happy in her work - 
of bringing the Gospel to the Hausa 
people. This is her fourth term on 
the field. She has a comfortable, little 
home, three rooms with electricity and 
a refrigerator. But somehow; today, 
the burdens seem too heavy, the work 
too .difficult. How wonderful it would 
be to be back home, enjoying a little of 
‘the social life, the happy get-togethers 
with friends of furlough days. That de- 
licious cake and really good coffee at 
the Thieleckes! Perhaps the mail will 
bring something to encourage her. 

It does! The little, ordinary box 6 by 
6 inches. It is a tape recording of the 
pastor’s message, music of the home 
church choir, and newsy messages from 
friends. Juanita is spiritually refreshed, 
her loneliness vanishes. She isn’t alone 
any longer, but surrounded by the love 
of friends.from back home. 

Delores S— is a teacher and nutfse 
stationed in the Belgian Congo. After 
ministering long hours to dirty—for the 
most part—and unco-operative patients, 
she must work out her teaching assign- 
ments, then spend more time translat- 
ing them into French. Delores.is also 
a musician. Her heart yearns for good 
music to soothe the tension of the work. 
She receives a little box, too. On-her : 
tape. are recorded concerts by the 
Wheaton Glee Club of her alma mater. 
This gives her the lift, the encourage- 
ment she needs. 

A missionary family. in India—Papa, 
Mama,- and two children—gather 
around their tape recorder before bed- 
time, to enjoy again the words of en- 
couragement from grandparents the 
children have never seen. Mother and 
Father hear family news from the lips 
of sisters and brothers, and friends. 
Distance ‘is erased, each one is in the 
room speaking—through the tape re- 
corder. ' 

When Wayne and Elva B— returned 
to their field in South America, they 
took with them twelve tapes to be used 
in the music appreciation period in. 
their school for missionary children. The 
children listened to such radio programs 
as “The Telephone Hour,” and “The 
Firestone Hour.” ‘They also heard out- 
standing organists, musicians, and songs 
by G. Beverly Shea. 

Missionaries in other sections of 
Africa, South .America, and the Philip- 
pines receive similar tape recordings 
from Mr. and Mrs. Earl Thielecke, of 
Wauwatosa, Wis. i 

“Missionaries are giving out all the 
time,” said Mr. Thielecke. “They 
haven’t the privileges of replenishing 
their spiritual hunger and vitality that 
we have. We try to satisfy this spir- 
itual need with. tape recordings. On 
one side of the tape. we have an out- 
standing speaker and music. On the 


(Continued on page 766) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. OCTOBER 18. SHARING THE LIVING CHRIST 


Acts 3; printed text, verses 1-7, 11-16 
Golden Text.—Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none; but such as | have give | thee.—Acts 3:6 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 

2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 
into the temple; 

3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple 
asked an alms. 

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, 
Look on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something of them. 

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: 
and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 


John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch 
that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 

12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, 
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye-at this? or why look ye so 
earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we 
had made this man to walk? 

13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye 
delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when 
he was determined to let him go. 

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 
a murderer to be granted unto you; 

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 

16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this 
man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is 
by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all. j : 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE power which Peter used at 

] Pentecost, When a multitude heard 

his preaching and turned to the 
Lord, was just as effective when applied 
to a crippled beggar. 

The Word of God can stir the masses. 
But masses are composed of individuals, 
each of whom needs the Saviour. Peter 
and John did not hesitate to help a 
solitary individual. They had learned 
their lesson in the school of Christ, who 
dealt lovingly and patiently with people 
one by one, as well as with the crowds. 

The scene is laid in the Temple area. 
Think of all the worshipers through the 
years who had heard the lame man’s 
call for help and had never really been 
able to help him. Then two men ar- 
rived who knew the Lord and were 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. The 
beggar was instantaneously healed. 

It is right and proper to worship God. 
But let us be certain that we are per- 
sonally familiar with the precious name 
of Christ and indwelt by the power of 
His Spirit; and that souls who cross our 


- pathway are not simply impressed by 


our religious conformity, but are genu- 
inely influenced for Christ and eternity. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 3:1—“Now Peter and John went 
up ... into the temple at the hour of 
prayer ... the ninth hour.” Peter and 
John (with James in Christ’s innermost 
circle of disciples) continue their spirit- 
ual fellowship after the Ascension. Acts 
2:46 shows the believers’ faithfulness in 
Temple worship; Acts 3 singles out one 
incident connected with that worship. 
The three hours of prayer were the 


w w 4 


third (9 a.m.; cf. Acts 2:15), the sixth 
(noon), and the ninth (3 p.m.). 

Verse 2—“And a certain man lame 
from his mother’s womb. was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple ... Beautiful, to ask alms. . .” 
The Beautiful Gate probably led from 
the Court of the Gentiles to the Court 
of the Women. The poor man was a 
congenital cripple, dependent for trans- 
portation on his friends, and for a 
livelihood on the charity of Temple 
worshipers. He was being carried to 
his place of begging when met by the 
disciples. 

Verse 3.—“Who seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple asked an 
alms.” Observing the approach of 
potential customers, the poor fellow be- 
gan his regular routine, whining to get 
attention and pleading for a gift. For 
years this had been his pitiable, regular 
procedure. 

Verse 4—“‘And Peter, fastening his 
eyes upon him with John, said, Look on 
us.” “Fastening” the eyes means “focus- 
ing” or “concentrating” one’s gaze. The 
beggar had noticed the disciples. Now 
he was commanded to look directly into 
their faces. Moved with sympathy for 
the wretch, Peter and John were estab- 
lishing a personal, eye-to-eye contact 
with him, preparatory to performing a 
miracle. 

Verse 5.—“And he gave heed unto 
them, expecting to receive something of 
them.” The note of authority in Peter’s 
voice had an immediate effect. The 
roving, wandering gaze of the lame man 








Dr. Woodbridge has prepared printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a | mig ~ gues folder to The NEWS, Curwens- 

je, Pa. 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


was focused at once upon the apostle’s 
face. Peter’s tone must have been 
kindly, too. Surely a. worshiper who 
spoke so directly and yet so amiably 
would help the sufferer. 

Verse 6.—“Then Peter said, Silver and 
gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ 

. rise up and walk.” The cripple 
wanted money. This hope was dashed. 
All the believers shared their posses- 
sions (2:44, 45). Peter had no coins he 
could call his own and that he could 
lightly give away. But instead of hand- 
ing out cash he issued a command; by 
virtue of the name of Christ—the iden- 
tity; authority and power of the Lord— 
he told the beggar to do what seemed 
impossible, to walk! 

Verse 7. —“And he took him by the 
right hand, and lifted him up: and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones 
received strength.” The command was 
accompanied by an act of helpfulness. 
The result was immediate. The precise 
area of the beggar’s need, his feet and 
ankles, felt the effect of the Saviour’s 
power mediated through Peter. New 
physical life and strength surged into 
the twisted, useless limbs. 

Verse 11—“And as the lame man... 
healed held Peter and John, all the 
people ran... unto them in the porch 
... Solomon’s, greatly wondering.” This 
porch was built on the ancient founda- 
tions of Solomon’s Temple, a_ portion 
which had withstood attack and decay. 
The healed cripple, clinging to the 
apostles, attracted wide attention. An 
amazed throng rushed to learn in detail 
what had happened. 


Verse 12.—“. .. Peter . . . answered 
unto the people ... why marvel ye at 
this? ... look ye so earnestly on us, as 


though . . . we had made this man to 











te 





“Less 









porch 


eople, 
ye so 
2SS we 


b, the 
ym ye 
when 


2sired 
-aised 


J 
ich is 
sence 


tional 


stle’s 
been 
who 
ably 


ave 
rist 
ple 
1ed. 
seS- 


uld 
nd- 


en- 


r’s 


we et 





: Lesson for October 18 


, downward path. 





walk?” This disclaimer proves that the 
apostles were Spirit-filled; they were 
not seeking the praise of men. Their 
superstitious audience attributed to 
them mystical ability or magical “soul- 
power.” Their immediate desire was to 
shift the people’s gaze from themselves 
to Christ. 

Verse 13.—‘The God of Abraham ... 
Isaac . . . Jacob. . . our fathers, hath 
glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye de- 
livered up ... denied ...in the presence 
of Pilate, when he was determined to 
let him go.” Peter attributes the mir- 
acle to Christ, the pais (“servant” or 
“child,” Greek) of God. He associates 
the Lord Jesus with the God the Jews 
were supposed to revere. Then he 
bluntly accuses them of betraying their 
own Messiah, and that to a Gentile who, 
apart from them, might have freed Him. 
For Pilate’s attitude see Luke 23:16. 

Verse 14—“But ye denied the Holy 
One and the Just, and desired a mur- 
derer to be granted unto you.” The 


contrast is between Christ and Barabbas © 


(cf. Matt. 27:21). In this verse and the 
preceding, Peter depicts the Hebrews’ 
sin. Step by -step they followed the 
They “delivered” 
Christ up, “denied” Him (Acts 3:13), 
and finally even chose a murderer. in- 
stead of Him. Yet all the while He was 
their holy, righteous Messiah! 

Verse 15—“And killed the Prince of 
life, whom God hath raised from the 
dead; whereof we are witnesses.” 
“Prince” is Author (Greek, as in Heb. 
12:2). Christ Jesus brings life eternal 
and abundant to His own. Israel’s final 


_ Step of rejection was to slay her Mes- 


siah. Peter now gives his own testi- 
mony. Christ was raised from the dead. 
The apostles had seen their risen Lord. 
They knew whereof they spoke. 

Verse 16—“And his name through 
faith in his name hath made this man 
strong, whom ye see and know .. . hath 
given him this perfect soundness in the 
presence of you all.” As the apostles 
had witnessed the Resurrection, so the 
Jews now witnessed the miracle. The 
Lord, who’ was raised, performed 
the miracle. The cure was complete: the 
cripple became thoroughly well. The 
reason for it: the lame man had ade- 
quate faith in the ever-blessed name 
(ie. person, attributes, and saving 
ministry). of Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The cripple’s plight was desperate. 
His twisted limbs pained him. He was 
powerless to help himself. His friends 
could move him from place to place, but 
that was all. The sight he presented 
was revolting. He was a public nui- 
Sance. Moreover, he had never known 
anything but suffering and shame: he 
was “lame from his mother’s womb.” 
So it is with a lost sinner. He is help- 


less and hopeless. He has never known . 


life. Nor will he know it until-he meets 
the Saviour. 

The miracle was performed in the 
Lord Jesus’ name. The apostles were 
but agents in a divine transaction. 


They were the first to admit that all the 
‘credit should go to their risen Lord. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. October 11.—Spirit-Filled Wit- 





nesses. Acts 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. October 25.—Peter and John, 
: Undaunted Wit Acts 4:1-31 











His glorious name still prevails. It has 
never ‘changed. The name of Christ— 
not simply His title, but also His attri- 
butes of grace and love that brought 
Him to Calvary for sinners—is still the 
only hope of men and women whose 
lives are marred by the ravages of sin. 

Peter used the healed man as the text 
for his sermon. Basing his remarks 
squarely on the Scriptures (3: 22-24), ‘the 
pointed out that Christ is the fulfillment 


. of prophecy (3:18) and the object of 


Israel’s hopes and  aspirations.. The 
Jews had grievously erred in dooming 
their Messiah to death. But God in 
mercy had intervened and raised Him 
from the dead. Now was the time for 
them to repent of their dastardly deed 
and. turn to Christ. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The miracle of healing (Acts 3:1-8) 

2. Peter’s explanation of the miracle 
(vv. 9-16) 

3. Peter’s challenge to repentance and 
faith (vv. 17-26) 


Topics for Development 

No Half-way Measures. When God 
acts, His work is perfect. The lame 
man was thoroughly healed. The old 
days of .pain and begging were gone. 
Note how many new things came into 
his life. He received new strength. A’ 
new enthusiasm gripped him. He ex- 
perienced a new. walk and worship. ‘A 
new song of joy flooded his soul. And 
his life became a new testimony to 
others. Study Acts 3:7-9. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT were the Hebrews’ three 
formal hours of prayer? 
2. Name two features of the beggar’s 
condition that were deplorable. * 
3. Why, do you think, did a meeting 


of eyes precede the miracle? (Acts 3: 
4, 5.) u 

4. Mention four new items the beggar 
experienced. 


5. To what did Peter attribute the 
miracle? 4 

6. Name three crimes of which Peter 
said the Jews had been guilty. 

7. What three beautiful titles does 
Peter use in describing-our Lord? | 

8. What does Peter tell his listeners 
to do? ; 

‘9. According to our lesson: text, how 
léng must the risen Christ remain in 
Heaven before He .returhs to the earth? 

10.. What’ famous. Old Testament 
writer, referring to Christ, asserted that 
a prophet like himself would some day 
arise? 

(Answers on page 763) 





(9) 757 


Practical Applications 

When Peter and John went up to 
pray, things happened: power’ was re- 
leased and a cripple was healed. Never 
neglect your hours of prayer. ~ 


A preacher’s text: “Silver and gold 
-have I none... .”! (3:4.). The apostles 
never complained about their poverty. 
Instead they applied their new-found 
power. 

If God has dealt graciously with you, 
“leap” for joy! Let men know that you 
are praising your Saviour. 

Peter’s courage should be contagious. 
The Holy Spirit so gripped and filled 
him that, instead of betraying his Sav- 
iour, he proclaimed Him without fear or 
favor. May we abandon our timidity 
in witnessing. The destiny of precious 
souls is at stake. 

Peter spoke words of cheer to the 
lame man, then took him by ‘the hand. 
Deeds of love and helpfulness must ac- 
company: our proclamation of. Gospel 
truth. 


Golden Text 

Acts 3:6—“Then Peter said, Silver 
and gold have I none; but such as I 
have give I thee .. .” Peter was not at 
liberty to take from the possessions of 
the Christian community without con- 
sulting his brethren. But he had some- 
thing far more important than money. 
He was clothed with the power of the 
Spirit. “Such as I have”: he did not 
wait to act until his resources could be 
doubled. What he owned, he employed. 
A needed lesson for us, perhaps? Let 
us use our talents, time, and skill for 
God’s glory now, not waiting until we 
are better trained or prepared. 

Mep1A, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And a certain man lame from his 
mother’s womb...” (Acts 3:2).—Since 
we know this man was lame from birth, 
and that he was “above forty years old” 
(4:22), and that he was carried and laid 
daily at the Beautiful Gate of the 
Temple, we wonder if he did not see the 
Lord Jesus enter and leave the Temple 
more than once. 

He must have heard reports of other 
cripples being made to walk. In fact, 
it is next to impossible to think that he 
did not personally know at least one 
healed cripple. 

The significance of the number “forty” 
in Scripture is complete humbling, 
proving, and testing (Deut. 8:2; Psa. 
95:10). : 

Think of all the wonderful opportuni- 
ties this man was given—living through 
the entire period of our Lord’s life on 
earth—an era of,miracles! And ‘his en- 
tire interest was centered in “alms.” 

How like a great many people today 
who are living in this glorious era of 
incomparable spiritual blessings, and yet 
all their interests are centered in mate- 
rial things! Forgiveness, deliverance, 
eternal life, rest, peace, and divine glory 
mean nothing to them. 
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Sometimes circumstances are arranged 
in such a manner as to hide the fact that 
we are being tested. 

A leader of a congregation in Africa 
asked the-women who were accustomed 
to manual labor to please help him bring 


home his corn from a farm three miles © 


away. Over a hundred women and 
girls came to help, with baskets of 
various sizes. Some took large loads, 
some smaller, and some only a few ears 
of corn. When. all had come in, the 
leader called them together and. told 
them that they could keep what they had 
brought. There were shouts of joy, but 
also some cries of regret at that news. 

“If only I had taken a larger basket,” 
many said. Others came running who 
had refused before, begging to have 
their turn. But for them it was too late. 
And, as the story went out over the 
African bush, .it was often said, “That’s 
how it is in the Jesus way!” 


“And Peter ... with John, said, Look 
on us” (Acts 3:4).—I like the way 
Williams renders this verse, “Peter 
looked. him straight in the eye, and so 
did John, and said, ‘Look at us.’” The 
apostles wanted the undivided attention 
of this professional beggar. And he 
gave it to them, “expecting to receive 
something of them.” What he received 
was . greater than what he expected! 

Sometimes while speaking at a chil- 
dren’s service, I have resorted to that 
tried and proved method of offering 
something to them. 

I hold up a closed hand in which I 
have inserted a dollar and then say: “I 
am going to make an offer. I will only 
say it once. I will say what I mean, 
and I will mean what I say.” Then I 
say: “I have something valuable in this 
closed hand which I will give to the 
first boy or girl who comes up to ac- 
cept it.” 

If the children have not.seen it done 
before, there will be a moment of 
silence; then some child will dart for- 
ward to claim it. When the others see 
the dollar in the child’s hands, someone 
will say: “I wish I had gone up!” 
when I ask, “Why didn’t you come?” 
there will be various answers, but 
among them may be a confession, “I was 
not paying strict attention to what you 
were saying.” Different applications 
can be made, but the one I like to use 
is, “You are the loser when you do not 
pay strict attention to what the speaker 
is saying.” 

“.. . Silver and gold have I none; but 
such as I have give I thee...” (Acts 3: 
6).—Silver and gold are all right in 
their place.. They can be used to God’s 
glory, but there are other things which 
are of far more value than those metals. 
And we can share them with needy 
ones. 

When a certain missionary was asked, 
“What right have you Christians to 
comme to China and bother these poor 
people with your religion?” he gave a 
proper answer. He said: “It is our right 
to give to others something that is too 
good to keep to ourselves. We know 
that missions:mean not only the right 
to take the Gospel of Christ to all who 
need it, but the obligation to do so.” 





And ° 
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“And his name through faith in his 
name hath made this man strong .. .” 
(Acts -3:16).—The miraclé of enabling 
this helpless cripple to leap up and 
enter with them into the Temple af- 
forded the apostle the opportunity of 
witnessing to the glorification of the 
Lord Jesus, who had been denied and 
murdered by the men of Israel. It also 
gave. them the opportunity to appeal to 
the people to “repent . . . and be con- 
verted.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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* From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTEeD Hymns 


“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story” 
“In Loving Kindness Jesus Came” 
“My Faith Looks Up .to Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Blessed Lord, whose forgiving love and 
renewing power are brought to us in the 
Gospel, we thank Thee for lifting us to 
a new life when we repent and trust 
ourselves to Thee. .We ask Thy pardon 
for ought of the old life still clinging to 
us, and pray for the perfecting of the 
transforming work Thou hast begun in 
each believing heart. Use this lesson to 
bless us each one today. Let Thy name 
be exalted in glorious Gospel conquests 
among all countries, all colors, and all 
classes of people. Guide us into our 
own part in serving Christ. May our 


. lives bring praise to Him. For loved 


ones laid aside, ill or disabled, we pray 
that they and all others in trouble may 
find Thy help and support sufficient for 
their need. For friends and relatives 
not yet converted, we pray that they 
may come to the Saviour soon. For the 
revival of true godliness and upright- 
ness in our land, we seek Thee, Lord, 
and ask that in all the world Thy will 
may be done as ‘it is in Heaven. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Back of the heal- 
ing of the lame man was the power of 
Christ. Peter said to the amazed crowd, 
“Why look ... on us,.as though .. . we 
had made this man to walk?” Christ 
had done this wonderful work. But 
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how was the power of the risen Lord 
brought to bear on this man’s need? By 
faith, When Peter, in the name of 
‘Christ, called this man to rise up and 
walk, Peter had ‘complete confidence in 
his Lord to heal him. The man, too, 
showed faith in the Saviour by respond- 
ing to Peter’s command. 

The power to heal this man was in 
Christ. But it was faith that brought 
Christ and the man together so that a 
great miracle of healing took place. 
Always it is Christ alone who has the 
power to meet our deepest need, and al- 
ways it is faith in Him that puts His 
power to work in our lives. The loco- 


‘ 


motive that draws the train of cars 


along the railway has the power that 
sweeps the train along. Till engine and 
cars are coupled together, however, the 
power of the engine will never move 
the cars. The power is not in the cou- 
pling; but the coupling links the train to 
the source of power and away go the 
cars. Likewise, power for you and me 
to rise up and walk in the Christian 
way is not in us nor in those who give 
us the Gospel. It is .in Christ. But 
trusting ourselves to Christ links us to 
Him, and then.in His power we can 
walk the Christian way. 


Cauecary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the miracle performed 
by Peter and John on the cripple at 
the Beautiful Gate was both sensational 
and dramatic. Five thousand people 
gathered in the Temple court, mostly 
to wonder and be amazed, while priests, 


officers, and Sadducees rushed’ in to 
protest. One sentence in the record is 
outstanding. It is what Peter said to 


the begging cripple: “Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have give I 
thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk.” Ordi- 
narily, when one says, “such as I have,” 
it implies smallness. But Peter’s “such 
as I have” meant a possession of vast 
riches and power. What Peter had was 
the Holy Spirit, and when one has the 


Holy Spirit there is nothing on earth or - 


in Heaven greater to be desired: On 
the day of Pentecost, Peter’s life was 
revolutionized because he was a re- 
cipient of the Holy Spirit, and he there- 
by had miraculous power. The poor 
man lying at the gate, begging alms, had 
been crippled from the time he was 
born. For forty years he had not known 
any use of his feet and ankles. His 
friends carried him to the gate and laid 
him down upon the pavement:-where he 
could reach éut his hand and beg for 
money from those passing in and out. 
All he expected was perhaps 'a few 
coins. His desires reached no higher 
than money, and he never dreamed of 
what Peter had to give him, and doubt- 
less was disappointed when Peter said 
he had no money. Then suddenly he 
felt the blood and strength rushing into 
his legs, ankles, and feet. When Peter 
said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk,” and “took 
him by the right hand,” he rose up and 
began to walk; then began “leaping, and 
praising God.” Of course this attracted 
the attention. of the crowded Temple 
court, causing great excitement, for the 
helpless cripple lying at the gate was a 
familiar sight to them. Peter, imbued : 
with the Holy Spirit, used the occasion 
to preach Christ to the crowd, “and 
many of them which heard the word 
believed” (4:4). 

Now, fellows, the point is this: the 
deepest satisfactions, the highest joy 
you will ever know will come t6 you 
through the possession of the Holy Spirit. 


‘ 
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‘What did the lame man do then? 





Study to know all you can about this 
wonderful Person. Without Him ‘your 
life will be a miserable failure. You 
may pursue wealth and fame and pleas- 
ure, and win all three, but they will 
sour on you, -and in the end they will 
utterly fail you—long before the end in 
some cases. But the Holy Spirit remains 
with you through eternity and you will 
always have wealth (better than gold or 
silver) to give to others. The more you 
give, the more you have.- That is one 
of the characteristics of Holy Spirit 
wealth: possession is increased by shar- 
ing. ; 

And how shall you get possession of 
the Holy Spirit? He is the gift of God, 
given when you accept Jesus as your 


Saviour and Lord, Have you received. 


Him? It is just as simple’ as_ that. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY Mary is going to teach us the 

second verse on our Scripture Cate- 
chism card, 1 Corinthians 3:8: “Every 
man shall receive’ his own reward ac- 
cording to his own’ labour.” This is a 
glorious fact. If we were trying to sell 
an earthly product, we would be re- 
warded according to our success. Those 
who made no sales would receive no 
pay. But the Lord will reward us for 
what we do for Him, whether it seems 
successful or not. 

Now Jennie will tell the story of 
“The Descent of the Holy Spirit.” What 
did you like about the way Jennie told 
this? (She made it interesting because 
she seemed so interested in it herself.) 
True. That is one secret of making a 
story interesting—be interested in it 
yourself. And when it is God’s Word 
we are telling, we can ask Him to make 
it interesting to us. Even if we have 
heard a Bible story a hundred times, 
there is always something fresh in - it 
for us. 

In Acts 1:8 we read that when the 
Holy Spirit came, the disciples would 
Teceive power to witness for Christ. in 
Acts 2, we saw them empowered to 
witness in other languages, so that the 
foreigners in Jerusalem could hear the 
Gospel in their different languages. To- 
day, in Acts 3, we will read of.a 
miracle of healing that gave the apostles 
further opportunity to witness for 
Christ. 

Here are twenty questions for us to 
answer as we read Acts 3: (1) Which 
apostles went up together into the 
Temple to pray? (2) What time of day 
was the “ninth hour”? (3) Why did the 
friends of the lame man carry him each 
day to the Temple gate? (4) Why did 
that prove to be a good place to beg? 
(5) How long had this man been lame? 
(6) For what did he ask Peter and 
John? (7) What did Peter say to him? 
(8) What did Peter do to him? (9) 
(10) 
Why did a crowd gather? (11) What 
did the healed man do, showing that he 
was grateful to Peter and John? (12) 


‘ness for Christ will be useless. 
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What two: parts of the Temple are 
named in this story? (13) Did Peter 
take any credit for healing this man? 
(14) What did he tell the people had 
héaled the man? (15) Of what did 
Peter accuse his Jewish audience? (16) 
He told them that they and their rulers 
did these things through ——. (17) 
By what names did Peter ‘refer to 
Christ in this sermon? (18) Who did 
Peter say had -prophesied that Christ 
should suffer? (19) Of what did Peter 
say that he and the other apostles were 
witnesses? (20) What did he tell his 
audience to do? 

The Book of Acts tells of many bless- 
ings we have, because we have a risen 
Saviour. The last. verse of this chapter 
points out one of these. He can turn us 
away from our. sins. Are. we bad- 
tempered, -selfish, or untruthful? If we 
continue in sins such as these, our wit- 
But our 
riseh Saviour is able to save His people 
from their sins. The early Christians 
turned from their former sins and wit- 
nessed fearlessly for their Lord. What 


splendid rewards they will receive! 
How much can the Lord reward you 
and me? : 


Assignments for next time—a volun- 
teer to teach the verse and another ‘to 
tell the story. We are beginning each 
lesson this quarter by having one of the 
girls tell ‘the story we studied the pre- 
vious Sunday which gives practice in 
storytelling and is good review. I give 
her a typewritten copy such as this: 


THE LAME MAN HEALED 


One afternoon Peter and John went 
up to the Temple to pray. There at the 
gate was a man who had been lame 
from birth. Every day his friends car-. 
ried him to the gate of the Temple to 
sit and beg. When this lame man saw 
Peter, and John, he asked them for 
money. .Peter and John looked ear- 
nestly at him, as Peter said, “Look on 
us.” The lame man looked up hoping 
that they were about to give him 
money. 

But Peter said, “Silver and gold have 
I none; but such as I have give I thee: 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk.” 

Then he took the lame man by the 
hand and lifted him up. Immediately 
his feet and ankle bones received 
strength! He leaped up, stood on his 
feet, then went with Peter and John 
into the Temple, walking and leaping 
and praising God! 

Many of the people coming into the 
Temple had seen this cripple sitting 
there begging. They were amazed to 
see him now coming in walking, leaping, 
and praising God. He was so grateful 
that he. clung to his new friends, Peter 
and John. The people ran to them on 
the Temple porch to see what was hap- 
pening. 

Peter told them that it was not he, 
but the power of the name of the Lord 


_Jesus Christ that had healed the man. 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Then he preached the Gospel to them 
and thousands who heard it that day 
were saved. 





This quarter we are using the Scripture 
Catechism Card, “Our Works,” 20¢ a dozen. 


‘Order from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


I Give What I Have 
(Acts 3:1-10) 

SE the scrapbook pictures of chap- 

ter two in Acts to review the com- 

ing of the Holy Spirit, Peter’s sermon, 

and the happy fellowship of the Chris- 

tians (if the committee included a 

picture for it). How many of you read 

all of these stories in God’s Book? And 

learned last week’s Memory Verse, Acts 

2:32? (Award. stars to go on the book- 

mark.) Peter was a witness that day 

to over three thousand people. Were 

you a witness this last week to even one 
person? 

Peter had another chance to witness 

to a crowd, right at God’s House! Again 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Sharing the Living Grist 
’ Cpe ae Be f, 
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ITS A LONG TIME 


In October, 1894, the Lord 
used a converted rabbi, Leopold 
Cohn, to establish the work 
which is now the -American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, 
Inc. God has prospered and 
blessed this work. 


Sixty-five years is a long time— 
over two generations. Without 
blare of trumpets, this work has 
faithfully gone about the King’s 
business and has tried constantly 
to bear witness to the truth. Our 
witness has been twofold: first, 
to the Jew with the message of 
salvation through the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God; and second, 
to the church with an earnest 
plea that the Jew shall be re- 
stored to the place’ which God 
assigned to him in His divinely 
appointed missionary program. 
The Lord has honored and 
blessed both of these testimonies, 
and it has been our delight to 
know that we are doing His will. 


We say all of this not boast- 
fully, but in humble gratitude to 
the Lord who has put us here and 
cared for us through the years. 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped 


» 


us. 


The Chosen People is sent to 
all who are led by the Lord to 
contribute to this important work. 





American Board of Missions.———- 


to the Jews, Inc. 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $____.. 








Use it as God directs, to make known the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
Israel. 

Name 

Address 

a  — — s 
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there was something exciting and won- 
derful to get their attention. (To in- 
troduce ‘this story you might show an 
offering plate such as i§ used in church 
or Sunday school and a check book. 
You might also have “before” and 
“after” pictures of the lame man with 
Peter and John, which can be used 
later for the scrapbook. Again, this is a 
good story for the flannelboard if you 
have appropriate figures for the lame 
man.) ; 

Suppose I were to tell you of a man 
in our town who was born lame, and 
had never been able to earn any money 
to pay his expenses. What would we 
do? Pass around an offering plate and 
each put in some money? Or report the 
case to the welfare department and they 
would send a check every month from 
the.money your father and others pay 
in taxes? In Bible days his family or 
friends, every day at prayer time, 
would carry the lame man and set him 
down by the Temple gate. As people 
went in to pray and worship, they 
would feel sorry for him and drop some 
money into his bowl or open hand. 

Here come Peter and John! Out goes 
the lame man’s hand. “Please help me! 
Just a few pennies!” he might be saying 
—oh, let us read it right from the Bible! 
(Acts 3:3, 4.) What is Peter going to do, 
give him a ten-dollar bill? The lame 
man was sure he was going to get some- 
thing! (Continue with v. 5.) What a 
sad surprise when Peter said he did not 
have any money! (v. 6a.) But there 
are other things one can give besides 
money. And Peter had something bet- 
ter than money for that man (vv. 6b-8). 
What a wonderful feeling! To be able 
to walk, and jump! No wonder the 
lame man was excited! No wonder he 
thanked God! Everyone else was ex- 
cited, too, when they heard and saw him 
—yes, it really was he—the cripple who 
had sat all these years and never 
walked before! (vv. 9, 10.) 

Will you read the whole story this 
week? And how Peter explained what 
made the cripple well and how people 
could be cured of their sins, too? See 
how many Bible people Peter men- 
tioned in his talk! I wonder if ycu will 
be acquainted with them all, too. 

Who will be the committee to tell 
these stories in pictures this week? For 
Peter’s talk you might give this sum- 
mary as a blurb with the picture: “Jesus 
Christ can cure sins, too.” 

“Such as I have give I thee”. (Acts 3: 
6, Memory Verse). And do not forget 
to talk about the Lord Jesus! (Quote 
Acts 2:32. This is an appropriate lesson 
to introduce a_ sharing project for 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. Or make a 
general application: visiting, reading to 
an aged or blind person; talking, play- 








Give Him a chance to work, and He 
will surely do so; and the very trials 
that threatened to overcome you with 
discouragement and disaster will become 
God’s opportunity for the revelation of 
His grace and glory in your life, as you 
have never known Him before.—A. B. 
Simpson. 


. knew that before. 


October 3, 1959 


ing games, helping with schoolwork an 
invalid or sick child.) Do you think 
that Peter was the only Christian who 
helped people and gave what he had? 
No, indeed! Turn back to Acts 2:44, 45, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T NANCY’S house they have been 


reading straight through the Bible 
each evening at family worship. One 
night as they were concluding the Book 
of Mark, they read the words of the Lord 
Jesus commanding that believers should 
go “into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow 
them that believe; In my name shall 
they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover” (Mark 16:15-18). 

Nancy did not wait for the last two 
verses of the chapter to be read. Look- 
ing up at her daddy she exclaimed, 
“Excuse me, please, Daddy. But I never 
I guess all of us 
Christians should speak with tongues, 
and pick up snakes, and be able to drink 
poison, and heal the sick people. Why 
don’t we do it, Daddy?” 

“I am glad my little girl is thinking,” 
Daddy began. “That is a very good 
question—a question that many people 
who are much older than you have 
asked. The answer is very clear and 
simple. But I want you to listen to what 
I have to say and never, never forget it. 
Because some have not known this, they 
have done some very foolish things.” 

Daddy continued, “At the time that 
the Lord Jesus spoke these words, the 
entire Bible was not yet written. Be- 
cause there was no written Word of 
God, God spoke in other ways. He 
proved through signs (miracles) that He 
Himself is the true and living God. He 
proved through signs (miracles) that 
the Lord Jesus was His Son. By signs 
(miracles) He proved that the disciples 
were truly His followers. Without such 
signs, people did not believe. They 
would not have believed that the Holy 
Spirit had come if they had not seen 
the tongues of fire and had not heard 
the Jewish men speaking in foreign 
languages. They would not have be- 
lieved that. the disciples were truly 
serving the living God of Heaven if théy 
had not been able to do something very 
special. So, as the Lord Jesus had per- 
formed miracles while He was on earth, 
He told His disciples that they, too, 
would be able to do the things of which 
we have just read. 

“The Book of the Acts records for us 
that His promise was kept. Once, for 
example, when the people thought that 
Paul should have swollen up and died 
from a snake bite, he stayed perfectly 
well (Acts 28:1-6). At another time 
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there was a girl who did dreadful things 
because demons lived inside her. By 
Paul’s simply commanding the demons 
to come out, they came out and the - 
was well. 

“There are many, mary examples of 
people who were healed of their ill- 
nesses. Once when Peter and John were 
going up to.the house of God to pray, 
they saw a man carried up to the Gate 
Beautiful. The man had been lame ever 
since the day he was born. He could not 
work for a living. So he was a beggar. 
Lying by the gate he begged those who 
went in to worship God to give him 
some money. Every morning his friends 
or family brought him to. the gate. 
Every night they took him home again. 
Peter looked at the beggar. ‘I have no 
silver nor gold. But what I have I give 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk,’ Peter com- 
thanded. Then he took the man’s hand 
and helped him to his feet. And im- 
mediately his feet were healed. Not 
only could he walk, he could—and did— 
leap! He was completely healed.” 

“But, Daddy, if they did it, why can’t 
we?” Nancy wanted to know. 

“We do not need to do it, honey. Now 
we have God’s Word to prove that He is 
all-powerful. According to history, all 
of these signs never again happened 
after the Christian Church was estab- 
lished. But before the Church was 
established, these things gave the dis- 
ciples opportunities for preaching to 
great crowds of people. Ever since 
there have been churches, there have 
been places for men to preach the Word 
of God. God can still do miracles and 
sometimes He does. But we believe 
Him, even if we cannot see Him.” 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


we 


Contradicting the Scriptures 
(Continued from page 753) 


“Spinoza [a rationalistic Jew] applied 
to the Scriptures those canons of inter- 
pretation which are commonly sup- 
posed to be of more recent origin.” 
The Germans were 200 years behind 
Spinoza, and American liberals 100 years 
later constitute the tail of this disrepu- 
table theological procession. 

There are two opposite methods of 
Bible study. One is based on the belief 
that the Bible is a divine revelation, the 
other that it is a human compilation. 
Your grandfather defined the Bible as 
“The Revelation of Redemption in order 
to the Kingdom.” To get the Scriptural 
viewpoint of the Bible, he used to rec- 
ommend reading “The Divine Unity of 
the Scriptures,” by Adolph Saphir, a 
great Jewish scholar, who accepted 
Christ as his Messiah, and the New 
Testament as the fulfillment of the Old. 
Because he knew the Hebrew Old Testa- 
Ment so well, everything in the New 


Testament fitted together much like a 


crossword puzzle. 
While men are being mentally or 
physically poisoned by Naziism, Com- 
Mmunism, Higher Criticism, or whisky, 
they are unconscious of the process. 
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They may greatly enjoy it.- They think 
they have something that other men 
lack. Young people. can be taught any- 
thing. Communists teach children to 
betray their own parents to death. 

Hitler taught the young people of 
Germany to look forward to killing 
Jews as their. greatest pleasure. As 
your German friend and teacher sang 
to you boys, “With our swords dripping 
in Jewish blood.” 

To illustrate the attitude of the critics, 
I will quote some more of their state- 
ments, which I collected more than 
fifty years ago, which brought this state 
of affairs about. 

I am not mentioning names because 
all these men are dead now, but “the 
evil which men do lives after them.” 
America won the wars against Ger- 
many, but Germany won the theological 
war. 

Higher Criticism has shown that our 
faith in the Bible must be independent 
of what the Bible says. Thus a writer 
in one encyclopaedia asserted that in the 
Gospels there are only nine “absolutely 
credible passages.” We may “fairly 
presume,” therefore, that the faith of 
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the critics is idiopathic (i.e., the result 
of no known cause), or like that of the 
schoolboy’s definition: “Faith is a fac- 
ulty of the mind by virtue of which we 
believe that which we know to be un- 
true.” \ 

The New. Testament says, “Death 
reigned from Adam to Moses” (Rom. 5: 
14). Since the critics have disposed of 
Adam and Moses, this verse (and the 
whole argument of the Book of Romans) 
is left in the condition of the Kansas 
Railroad, of which a man said, “It hain’t 
got no termini at ary end.” 

Nothing in the Bible has been more 
discredited than the story of Jonah, and 
yet Christ said, “The men of Nineve 
shall rise up in the judgment with this 
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generation, and shall condemn it: for 
they repented at the preaching of [a 
mythical] Jonas” (Luke 11:32). Is 
judgment to come also a myth? 

(To be continued) 


. 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Selling the Salesman.—Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have give I 
thee (Acts 3:6, Golden Text). Recently, 
while we were engaged in a piece of 
work that had a deadline, the doorbell 
rang. The visitor was a. young man 
soliciting magazine subscriptions. We 
were on the point of dismissing him in 
the quickest way possible when it oc- 
curred to us that possibly’ the Lord had 
sent him to the door, so we invited him 
into the living room. He gave us his 
sales talk. We explained why we did 
not need any magazines now, and in- 
quired about his work and its progress, 
his family, and so forth. He seemed 
quite ready to -discuss these subjects. 
When they were fairly well covered, we 
asked him, “And how about your spirit- 
ual life?” For a moment the visitor 
said nothing. Then he explained that his 
wife is a church member, but that, ex- 
cept for two occasions—the day when 
he was married and the day the baby 
was christened—he could not recall ever 
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being in a church. His father and 
mother did not go and never urged him 
to. Carefully we toured the Scriptures 
with him, spoke to him about his sin 
and need, and showed him that God had 
met that need in Christ who died for all. 
Just as eagerly as a child reaches out 
his hand for candy, this young man 
reached out the hand of faith and re- 
ceived Christ as his Lord and Saviour. 
We prayed together, and our visitor 
left with a glow on his face, a Bible in 
his hand, and a new heart. How won- 
derfully God directs our’ ways!—The 
deadline was also met.—From E. Schuy- 
ler English, in The Pilgrim. Sent by 


Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize 


illustration. 


Not on Our Schedule.—Now Peter 
and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer... And 
a certain man lame from his mother’s 
womb was carried, whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the.temple (Acts 3: 
1, 2). The healing of the lame man was 
not on anybody’s schedule that morning. 
Péter and John never dreamed, when 
they set out, what a tempestuous day it 
would be. The lame man did not know 
it was to be his red-letter day. The 
people of Jerusalem never imagined the 
city would be in an upheaval before 
sundown. Peter and John had gone up 
to pray, but the unscheduled event be- 
came the main event. When we are in 
the path of duty we are on the highroad 
of blessing. Anything may happen. 
And the blessing by the way may 
eclipse what we set out to obtain. The 
healing of the lame man was a side 
line that morning but soon took the 
main line. When you walk in His will 
the unscheduled thing you did not know 
about when you set out may bring 
greater blessing than the main objective 
you had in mind. Our Father is the 
God of the unexpected and His schedule 
has items not listed on ours.—From “Day 
by Day,” by Vance Havner. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


How Large Is Your Store?—Expecting 
to receive something of them (Acts 3:5). 
He came to my door at midnight 
With a soul that was dark with grief. 


“Give me a loaf of courage, 
A morsel of sweet relief.” 


Drowsy-eyed and reluctant, 
I rose to unbar the door, 
Ashamed to tell my neighbor 
How little I had in store. 


Such as I had, I gave him: 
A morsel of living Bread; 

And out of that crumb of comfort 
Both he and I were fed. 


“Lord,’”’ I prayed as I pondered, - 
“Thou Keeper of the store, 

Forgive that I’ve asked so little; 
Give more, that I may give more!”’ 


—From Ruby Weyburn Tobias, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Where the Power Comes From.—In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk. And he took him by 
the right hand, and lifted him up: and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones re- 
ceived strength (Acts 3:6, 7). May I 
give, by way of illustration, the incident 
of the raising of the sunken ship from 
the channel of the harbor in one of our 
northern cities? The engineer who had 
taken the contract was nonplused and at 
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a standstill. The old hulk was lying fast 
embedded in mud, blocking the en- 
trance of the all-too-small. channel. 
Divers had gone down and burrowed 
into the mud and passed giant chains 
beneath the vessel at either end, and 
then powerful tugboats had been at- 
tached to the chains, and the effort was 
made to pull the old wreck out of the 
mud, but it would not budge. A larger 
fleet of tugs was assembled, but because 
of the necessity of pulling from the side, 
and because of the weight of the water, 
the old vessel would not yield an inch. 
A young man was standing watching 
the operation, and he finally said to the 
engineer: “I .can raise that ship for you.” 
“Well,” he replied, “if you can, it will be 
worth just $1,000 to you, and I will 
furnish you everything that you may 
need.” “Well,” said the young man, “I 
will not need much. Bring me here 
four of the largest barges you, can 
obtain, and bring them empty.” So the 
engineer brought four enormous, coal 
barges. When the tide was at its lowest 
ebb, the young man had the barges put 
into position directly over the sunken 
ship. Great beams of wood were passed 
through the chains which connected 
with the sunken ship and across the top 
of the barges. Then these were drawn 
tight and made fast, and the young man 
said, “That is all. We can leave it now.” 
And far out upon the bosom of the sea, 
the tide was beginning to run, and on 
and on it came toward the shore, 
laughing in the consciousness of its 
power; until at last it reached the 
barges anchored above the wreck; and 
then the tide—with the swing of a con- 
tinent behind it and the pull of a planet 
before it—the tide put its mighty 
shoulder beneath the barges, and lifted 
and lifted and lifted and lifted, until 
when the tide was at the full, the old 
wreck had floated free! What man’s 
utmost power could not accomplish, the 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 757) 

1. The third, sixth, and ninth hours 
of the day (9 a.m., noon, 3 p.m.). 

2. He was a cripple and had been in 
this state from birth (Acts 3:2). 

3. Probably ‘to establish personal 
contact. 

4. Four of the following: new 
strength, enthusiasm, walk, worship, 
Praise, testimony (vv. 7-9). 

5. To the all-prevailing name of the 

Lord Jesus (vv. 6, 16). 
; 6. Three of the following: they de- 
livered up the Saviour, denied Him, 
preferred a murderer to Him, and killed 
Him (vv. 13-15). 

7. The Holy One, the Just, and the 
Prince of Life (vv. 14, 15). 

‘i 8. To repent and be converted (v. 
- 


9. Until “the times of restitution of 
all things” (v. 21). 


10. Moses (v. 22; 
Mepra, Pa. 


see Deut. 18:18). 
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mighty forces, resident in nature, easily 
brought to pass. 

There was power, ‘glorious power, 
divine power, behind the early church 
—power that shocked the very world 
—and it is that power that we need to- 
day. The modern church does. every- 
thing else better than it prays. 
have come at many points seemingly to 
the end of our resources, and there is 
nothing left now save prayer—but that 
will be sufficient—From Calvary Pulpit 
Magazine. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


He Gave All He Had.—And he took 
him by the right hand, and lifted him 
up (Acts 3:7). Sam Daily was a poor 
tolored man, down in Alabama. He had 
a large family and a farm with a mort- 
gage on it. Most people would have 
thought Sam had very little to give 
away, but he thought differently. As 
the story has it, he gave himself ‘and 
his family and his farm to the use of 
the State. He took, one after another, 
boys from the Birmingham Juvenile 
Court. He fed them with what he and 
they raised, clothed them as best he 
could, and taught them industry, clean- 
liness of body and mind, and honor. 
He taught them well, too, for 95 per 
cent of the boys made good citizens; and 
Sam Daily fed, clothed, and taught three 
hundred of them before he died. When 
he died he left the mortgage still on his 
farm—as might have been expected. 
The State had never given him any 
money for his services, and he had 
never expected any. His gift of himself 
and all that he possessed had been free 
and clear—Source unknown. Sent by 
J.-W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Not. I, But Christ—Why look ye so 
earnestly on us ... ? (Acts 3:12.) 
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“I want to describe our suffering family and express our 
deep gratefulness,” 
husband has suffered a stroke and became paralyzed. 
He is a living corpse. We have two wonderful little 
children, but we are now helpless immigrants in the land 
of Israel. In this time of great sorrow your gift arrived 
and brought tears to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. 
My dear children were so happy with the wonderful 
food you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has 
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Joseph O’Leary, once a Roman Catholic 


priest and later a Gospel preacher, was - 


giving advice to a young minister and 
said, “When you stand before the people 
may you never be seen, and when you 
open your mouth to preach may you 
never be heard.” He, of course, desired 
that the young preacher might preach 
not himself but Christ Jesus the Lord.— 
Abridged from a sermon by Joseph 
Jarvis in the “Devonshire Road Pulpit.” 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


His Was the Honor.—And his name 
through faith in his name hath made 
this man strong,-whom ye see and know 
(Acts 3:16). A phrenologist,. lecturing 
at a certain town, declared his ability 
to tell any man’s nature from the 
bumps on his head. A _ rough-faced, 








WHOEVER 


OR WHEREVER 


We've got good news for you! 





. » » IF YOU WANT to make your life 
count more for God .. . if you want to 
become a more effective witness and soul 
winner .. . if you want to make your 
money work for the Lord.. 


BE SURE TO READ THE 
BIG OCTOBER 


MOODY MONTHLY 


FEATURING 


DOORWAYS TO SERVICE 


You'll find help and 
inspiration in these: 


* ieee ag ON YOUR 
DOORS 


@ A PLACE FOR YOU IN 
FULL-TIME SERVICE 


@ MAKING MONEY WORK 
FOR GOD 


Introductory 
Offer 


1 Year 


ONLY 


M@ THE SECRET OF 
BEARING FRUIT 


@ MECHANIC WITH A 
MISSION 


13 


equiar Price 


by ele) 

@ GOD TOLD ME 
TO GO—GOD TOLD 
ME TO STAY 


BEGINNING 
WITH 
OCTOBER 


plus other good reading 
ISSUE : 





MAIL TODAY! 
Dept. S-9-695 






MOODY MONTHLY 

820 N. LaSalle St.; Chicago 10, Ill. 
Please enter my subscription to Moody Monthly 
for one year, beginning with October issue, at 
special rate of $3 (Reg. price $4)—U.S. and Canada 
only. Add 50¢ for foreign. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


stern-looking man mounted the plat- 
form. After a thorough examination of 
the subject the lecturer described him 
as hard, cold, and possessed of many 
disagreeable traits. The audience 
laughed derisively for they knew their 
neighbor to be kind, genial, and benevo- 
lent. They told. the professor he had 
miserably, failed to judge character by 
his science. But the man himself was 
not amused. Turning to the people he 
said:. “Friends, you have heard por- 
trayed exactly my nature before Jesus 
took possession of me. If there is any 
change, the honor belongs to Him.”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


ve 


Questions on Dress 
(Continued from page 752) 


woman to be shorn or. shaven, let her 
be covered. ... For this cause ought 
the woman to have power on her head 
because of the angels. . .. Judge in your- 
selves: is it comely that a woman pray 
“unto. God uncovered? . But if a 
woman have long hair, it is a glory to 
her: for her hair is given her for a 
covering” (1 Cor. 11:5, 6, 10, 13, 15). 

There are still certain groups today, 
as many Episcopalians and (Plymouth) 
Brethren and some Mennonites, where 
the women take these words literally 
and never attend a service or assembly 
for worship and prayer without -wear- 
-ing a head covering of some sort. It is 
very appropriate and shows reverence 
when women wear hats at worship 
services. But others believe that a 
woman should not wear her hair very 
short, like a man’s, but that she is not 
obliged to wear a hat in every form of 
Christian meeting. The custom has be- 
come very common for women and 
girls to go without hats at some evening 
services, young people’s meetings, evan- 
gelistic meetings, open-air services, etc. 
and it is very doubtful whether in do- 
ing so they are disobeying the intention 
of this passage. For a woman “to have 
power on her head because of the 
angels,” means to have “the sign of a. 
husband’s authority” because “of the 
presence of the angels” (Scofield). 

There is nothing wrong with “per- 
manents” because these arrange . a 
woman’s hair in a neat, attractive fash- 
ion, and do not in these days call undue 
attention to. it. Some outlandish, “fancy 
hair arrangements” do attract too much 
attention, and this is. the kind of thing 
which is wrong for Christian women. 
There is no question that “immodesty 
in dress” is wrong. Every woman and 
girl ought to dress so as not to expose 


too much of her person and be a stum- 


blingblock to men. and boys. If one 
raises a question as to the cutting of 
the hair, then he will have to get down 
to details and decide how many inches 
can be cut without doing wrong. For 
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there are some women who: naturally 
have luxuriant, heavy hair, and if they 
did not cut it from time to time it 
would bother them, and they would 
find it hard in these days to get hats to 
fit them. Most Christian women in 
these days have their hair cut to some 
extent, for the sake of neatness and 
comfort, and the Editor does not be- 
lieve this is wrong. But doubtless 
many others will agree with him when 
he says that he dislikes very much to 
see a woman have her hair cut just 
like a man’s. (If even this is some- 


times necessary for health reasons, it - 


is not wrong.) 

“But if any man seem to be conten- 
tious, we have no such custom, neither 
the churches of God” (1 Cor. 11:16), 
This is unquestionably a difficult verse, 
Matthew Henry interprets it thus: 
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“He sums up all by referring those 
who were contentious to the usages 
and customs of the churches. . . . Cus- 
‘tom is in a yreat measure the rule of 
decency. And the common practice of 
the churches. is what he would have 
them govern themselves by: He does 
not silence the contentious by mere au- 
thority, but lets them know that they 
would appear to the world as very odd 
and singular in their humour if they 
would quarrel for a custom to which 
all the churches of Christ were at that 
time utter strangers, or against a cus- 
tom in which they all concurred, and 
that upon the ground of natural de- 
cency. It was the common usage of 
the churches for women to appear in 
public assemblies, and join in public 
worship, veiled; and it was manifestly 
decent that they should do so. Those 
must be very contentious indeed who 
would quarrel with this,. or lay it 
aside.” 

Lange quotes several famous com- 
mentators holding different views of 
this verse. But he seems to favor that 
of Henry Alford, who says in part, “But 
for the weighty names on the other 
side, it would seem hardly to admit of 
a question, that the custom which he 
here disavows, was the practice of 
women praying uncovered. He thus 
cuts off all further disputation on the 
matter, by appealing to universal Chris- 
tian usage.” This, it will be seen, gives 
some place to what is Christian usage. 

When George Whitefield, the great 
evangelist, was criticized in a letter for 
the “neatness of his attire,” he replied: 
‘I could not but smile to find you wink 
at the decency of my dress. Alas, my 
brother, I have known long since what 
it is to be in that state you are, in my 
opinion, about to enter into. I myself 
once thought that Christianity required 
me'to go nasty. I neglected myself as 
much as you would have me for above 
a twelvemonth, but when God gave me 
the spirit of adoption I then dressed 
decently, as you call it, out of principle, 
and I am more and more convinced 
the Lord would have me act in that re- 
Spect as I do. But I am almost ashamed 


“George Whitefield—The Awakener,” 
by Albert D. Belden, D.D.; Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1930.) 

William Law, author of “A Serious 
Call to a Devout and Holy Life” 
(E. P. Dutton & Co., 300 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10; $1:85), wrote: 

“Covetousness is not a crime because 
there is any harm in gold or silver, but 
because it supposes a foolish and un- 
Teasonable state of mind, that is fallen 
from its true good, and sunk into such 
a poor and wretched satisfaction. 

“In. like manner, the expensive finery 
of dress is not a crime because there is 
anything good or evil in clothes, but 
because the expensive ornaments of 
clothing show a foolish and unreasdn- 
able state of heart, that is fallen from 
Tight notions of. human nature, that 
abuses the end of clothing, and: turns 
the necessities of life into so many in- 


(From . 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 18 


3. The Youthful Christian and Politics 
(Rom. 13:1-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used .by permission. 


ANY of us have heard it said that 
politics are rotten and that all 
politicians are corrupt. It is a common 
practice to accuse politicians of prom- 
ising all sorts of things before election, 
and then forgetting all about it after 
they are in office. Unfortunately, there 
has been abundant ground for such 
comments, even in high places, and yet 
like all such sweeping statements they 
do injustice to many sincere and honest 
officeholders. 
: b4 
In. discussing this topic in your young 
people’s group, you should be careful to 
point out that voters and the people 
governed by politicians also have a re- 
sponsibility for. corruption in politics. 
While it is true, as in every other phase 
of life, that we shall not have perfection 
until the Lord Jesus returns to set up 
His perfect and impartial government, 
nevertheless there can be improvement 
if voters will take sufficient interest in 
public affairs to inform themselves 
about political candidates, to refuse to 
support corrupt candidates, and to accept 
public office and administer such office 
righteously when the opportunity offers. 


- As long as righteous government is not 


demanded and supported by voters. we 

may expect unprincipled men and 

women to take advantage of this fact. 

to further their own evil. purposes. 
$¥ 


The Scripture portion chosen for this 
topic shows clearly that rulers: are or- 
dained of God (Rom. 13:1), and are, 
therefore, to be honored as His repre- 
sentatives. This by no means means 
that God approves of everything that 
human rulers do, but it does mean that 
organized - government is God’s way of 
administering the affairs of this earth 
until His righteous and perfect Gover- 
nor, the Lord Jesus -Christ, returns.. 
Law and order, even when administra- 
tors are corrupt, is to be preferred: to 
anarchy and lawlessness. 

There are some Christians who will. 
go so far as to hold that because cor- 
ruption is found in human government 
they will have no part in voting or 
participating in human government in 
any way. Yet, strangely enough, many 
of these individuals do not hesitate to 
accept the good features of human gov- 
ernment such as public schools, police 
and fire protection, and the like. 

- 

When. John the Baptist was preach- 
ing in preparation for the first coming 
of the Lord Jesus, he did not condemn 
the publicans who were among the poli- 
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ticians of their day, nor did he condemn 
the soldiers, who were the administra- 
tors and enforcers of the law. Instead 
he said to the publicans, “Exact no 
more [of taxes] than that which is ap- 
pointed you” (Luke 3:12, 13). To the 
soldiers he said, “Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely; . and 
be content with your wages” (Luke 3: 
14). 


bd 


The Lord Jesus, during His public 
ministry, was condemned by the re- 
ligious leaders of His day because He 
frequently associated with publicans 
and sinners. Yet these men heard Him 
gladly and many of them were con- 
verted to be His followers. He even 
chose one of these, Matthew the tax- 
gatherer, to be one of His disciples. 


bd 


In writing to Timothy, Paul stressed 
the importance ,of the civil law and 
those who administer it, showing that 
the law was made for the protection 
and good of the righteous man (1 Tim. 
1:8, 9). In writing to Titus, Paul urged 
that he remind his congregations to be 
subject to principalities and powers and 
magistrates, thus indicating the respect 
with, which holders of public office 
were to be treated. Yet, undoubtedly, 
there was as much corruption in public 
life in Paul’s day under the Roman 
government ds there is in the time in 
which we live. 
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is up to us to walk soberly and right- 


eously and to accept our responsibility 


when corruption appears, and to do 
‘what we can to see to it that the best 
men are placed in public office and are 
restrained from misuse of their office 
through orderly and lawful measures, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


Missionary Tapeline 
(Continued from page 755) 


other, we have a friendly visit with 
loved ones and friends. Our aim is 
aptly expressed by these words of ap- 
preciation from one missionary: 

“Thank you for the wonderful message 
by Dr. Edman. It was a real inspiration. 
We enjoyed the lovely informal visit on 
the other side of the tape. It makes us 
feel very close to our home folks.” 

The missionary tapeline is a two-way 
affair, 
the original message and substitute his 
own. Juanita recorded native singing, 
and tribal sounds before returning the 
tape to the Thieleckes. Another mis- 
sionary in Africa taped the dedication 
of their new church building. Delores 
sent a tape recording to be used in con- 
nection with the showing of slides of 
her work. 

The only equipment necessary, ac- 
cording to Mr. Thielecke, is the re- 
corder, and the tapes. Recorders vary 
in size and cost, from approximately 
$109 to $300 and up. The price of the 
tape is dependent upon quality and 
length. Some tapes play twenty min- 
utes, others up to two hours. Blank 
tapes cost about $1.80 each for a 20- 


minute tape (less in quantity lots, 12 


for $1.58 each), to. about $3.50 for a 
two-hour tape. The cost of mailing the 
tapes ranges from: 23c for 100 miles in 
this country, and $3 to $4 to mail to 
Africa. 

Dealers often have used recorders 
available at reduced prices. However, 
The Evangelical Foreign Missions Asso- 
ciation, through its purchasing depart- 
ment, states that they can secure tape 
recorders for “any foreign or home mis- 
sion or missionary, church or full-time 
Christian worker, Christian school or 
institution, or employee thereof, who 
are in full accord with the E.F.M.A. 
statement of faith, at savings up to 4 
per cent. There is a slight service fee 
determined by the size of the discount 
on the item purchased.” A catalogue 
is available upon request. For further 
information please write them at 39 
Cortland St., New York 7. 

For those in the Middle West, The 
Missionary Equipment Service, 679 N. 
Wells St., Dept. M.M., Chicago 10, may 
be written. They supply equipment 
and supplies at effective savings for 
evangelical, fundamental missionaries 
and pastors; however, they state that 
‘laymen, which generally include stu- 
dents, student pastors, board members, 


. Sunday school teachers and _ superih- 


tendents, are not eligible for our service. 
MILWAUKEE, WIs. 


October 3, 1959 | 


As Christian young people, then, it 


for thé missionary may erase 








puk 
Pre 
wo! 
tail 
tor 


Bre 
anc 
lisk 
at 


pal 
Fif 


Da: 








1959 


en, it 


right- 


sibility: 


to do 
e best 
nd are 
office 
sures, 


with 
im_ is 
f ap- 


sSage 
ation. 
sit on 
es us 
olks.” 
-way 
erase 
e his 
ging, 
t the 
mis- 
ation 
lores 
con- 
s of 


ac- 


vary 
itely 
the 


nin- 
lank 
20- 
, 12 
rae 


lers 
ver, 
SSO- 
art- 
ape 
nis- 
ime 

or 
vho 
L.A. 


unt 
zue 
her 


‘he 
ant 


for 


rat 
‘u- 


n- 





; Lesson for October 18 





Life’s Destructive Processes 
(Continued from page 752) 


puts upon the brows of its victors, but 
he loses that conscience which is void 
of offense toward God and man. It is 
because of this that God seeks to arouse 
us, that the ministry of His disturbing 
providence may reach us. It is this 
which, to a large extent, interprets sick- 
ness, loss, sorrow, disappointment. Any- 
thing that forces us into that position 
wherein we see the light, is the min- 
istry of God’s grace and love to us. 
This is the Gospel of restoration. It is 
the only Gospel for the backslider from 
holiness. But there are things that we 
must do for ourselves... There is no 
use praying, “Lord, save me from be- 
coming worldly,” unless we renounce 
worldliness. There is no use asking to 
be made prayerful unless we set aside 
a time daily to meet Him in regular 
and ordered communion. When we come 
back to God in sincere penitence and 
purpose, He renews our youth. The 
man who lives constantly under the 
control of the Lord Jesus Christ does 
not prematurely become spiritually 
“gray-headed.” He who dwells in our 
lives by His Spirit will not rest until 
His work has been completed, and our 
youth has been renewed, and our souls 
have been restored. 


ve 


The Story of the 
Scofield Reference Bible 


T IS fifty. years since the first edition 

of the Scofield Reference Bible was 
published by the Oxford University 
Press. The story of how this valuable 
work was compiled, and interesting de- 
tails of the life and training of its edi- 
tor are given in a brochure celebrating 
the Golden Anniversary by Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein, headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School. It also tells of the “New 
and Improved Edition” of 1917 and of 
the plans for a new revision to be pub- 
lished in 1963. 

Copies of the, brochure may be had 
at ten cents each from the Bible De- 
partment, Oxford University Press, 417 
Fifth Ave., New York 16. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 12 to 18 


Mon.—Acts 3:1-10. 
’ Share What You Have. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNs: “But such as I 
have give I thee.” Peter was short of 


money but very rich spiritually. He 
gave the lame: man a blessing that 
money could not buy.’ We, too, may do 
better than we realize in helping needy 
Souls. 


If we will give up material gains 
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for necessary spiritual ability, we shall 
bless people amazingly: Peter and John 
were poor financially, but were used of 
God to bring amazing blessing to the 
man lame from birth. Miracles of grace 
through us wait on our surrender of 
temporal benefits for spiritual power. 
Let your principles manage your pref- 
erences in all your Christian work. 
Pray for the Buffalo Bible Institute, 
Buffalo. 


Tues.—Acts 3:11-18. 
To God Be the Glory. 
PRAYER SucGcEsTIons: “God ... hath 
glorified his Son Jesus.” Christ is 
worthy of all honor and glory among us. 
One reason why we see so little of 
Christ’s glory among us, and especially 
in our congregations, is that we seem- 
ingly have lost the holy art of humility. 
Like the old-fashioned “teeter board”— 
one end went up and the other end went 
down—when_ we are up, Christ is less 
seen; but when we are down, Christ is 
lifted up and men see His glory. Today 
we see what men can do for God, but 
very little of what our great God can 
do through men. In the days of the 
apostles, they had a great God and a 
very little ny 3 Pray that God will 
glorify His Son in our time. 


Wed.—Acts 3:19-26. ; 
Christ, the Bringer of Blessings. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord.” All the blessings of the Church 
and of mankind come through the medi- 
atorial work of the Lord’ Jesus Christ. 
Without Him we can have neither sal- 








BIBLE 
LANDS 


in beautiful color 

SLIDES—1i2 series 2”x2” (400 slides) 
Also—285 supplementary slides 
FILMSTRIPS—7 series 35mm 

THE LIFE a4 OUR UR LORD—52 nigteres 
Slides $13. Filmstrip $7.00 

Write for ee Descriptive Folders 


THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 S. Highland Ave., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 





SCC rrrrrrrererrrererereetl 


vality Christian Literature ¢ Quality Christian Literature 
. 





e Quality Christian Literature « Que 


(19) 767 


EX TRA MONEY 


FOR YOU OR YOUR GROUP 
ert our Popular, fast-selling . lines: 
Scri — _— Christmas and Everyday 
Cards, , eee. Pan excit- 
ing Novelties, 4. ‘ul Gifts. SALES — 
= 1 Hundreds of sa femme 

polesale Price List FREE. WRITE TODAY! 

‘* Friendly Christian Service since 1987”” 


C. W. BOYER CQ., Dept ST , Dayton 5, Ohio 


Get MORE from your BIBLE 
















Basic Bible Work 30¢ 

Bible Principles of Prayer 30¢ 

Christian Character Course 30¢ 

Creation Studies—Gen. 1-2 35¢ 
Dr. Brooks These and more advance 
courses obtainable from your dealer or direct. 


Book bulletin and literature FREE . 
P.O. Box 411 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., [22 Anoctes 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG ) 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 








J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 


CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
YOU CAN! 


Use the new booklet, “An- 
other Gospel” written by W. 
J. Schnell, author of the hook 
“Thirty Years a Watchtower 
Slave.” Fill in the coupon be- 
low and MAIL IT TODAY! 


fr ‘LIFE MESSENGERS 

1 Box 1967, Seattle 11, Wash. 
Yes, I need this help. Send me by return mail: 

| _.Copies of “ANOTHER GOSPEL" 

@ 15 for $1— 100 for$5 . . 
ee Copies of the book “THIRTY YEARS 

| A WATCHTOWER SLAVE” 

@ $2.95 each, 5 copies $12 . 


Total enclosed $. 
































ality Cheist 


Brings a New Vision of Right Human Relations 


Jesus and Human Conflict 


By H. A. FAST 


There is much controversy over just what Jesus 
meant in the Sermon on the Mount: resist not evil, 


* Quality Christian Literature e @ 





turn the other cheek, go the second mile, etc. 

The author contends that the solution to human 
tension and conflict comes only from full under- 
standing of Jesus’ death on the cross and His whole 
purpose in revealing the will of God. Contains inval- 
uable source material. 


Order from your bookstore -or Dept. ST 
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By CHARLES E. FULLER 
of the “()id-Fashioned Revival Hour” 


A Life of Love 
and Loyalty 
In the Book of 
Ruth, the beloved 
radio evangelist 
finds a revelation 
of the faith that 
saves — the faith 
that brings us into fellowship 
with God—and a ‘‘beautiful 
commentary’’ on Paul’s words: 
‘* And now abideth faith, hope, 
love, these three ; but the great- 
est of these is love.’’ A rich 
guide book for Bible study and 
meditation. $2.00 
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WORLD VISION 
MAGAZINE 


A MONTHL 
MAGAZINE 


that has 
YOU 
in mind... 


The profusely-illustrated monthiy 
WORLD VISION MAGAZINE 


‘contains thrilling missionary reports 
and stories by Dr. Bob Pierce, 
master missionary-storyteller and 
World Vision’s president, along with 
accounts of his worldwide ministry. 


It also presents timely articles 
to keep you informed on current events 
that affect missionary enterprise, 
devotionals, photo-features, news, 

book reviews and practical suggestions 
for emphasizing missions at 

home as well as in the church and 
Sunday school. It is an eloquent, 
moving voice for the whole 

cause of missions—a plea for your 

. missionary, and a most valuable 
help to you in fulfilling ‘our part in 
God’s Great Commission. 


Send coupon for your 
FREE MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION 
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WORLD VISION 
Dept. J-109, BOX 0, Pasadena, Calif. 


Please add my name to your 













? CO 42 ll subscri tion list for World 
ion Magazine. 
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address. 
city. ¢ ) state____. 
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vation nor its blessings. We have only 
“one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). It 
is in Christ that all the families of the 
earth are blessed. “All things were 
made by him.” Do you have the first- 
chapter-of-John appreciation of the Lord 
Jesus? Pray for Northwestern College, 
Minneapolis. 


Thurs.—Colossians 1:9-20. 
Having Christ, We Have All. 
PraYER SuccEestions: “For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell.” Paul gives the Church reasons 
for the pre-eminence of Christ. In Him 
are all the excellences of God. He was 
God manifest in flesh. In Him resides 
all power in Heaven and on earth. Over 
Satan and his ordered government 
Christ is Lord. All’ dominions and 
powers and principalities are subject to 
Him in all things. ,Few of us seem to 
have discovered Christ’s supremacy and 
infinite power, and that is probably why 
we see so few of His signs and wonders. 
Pray for Talbot Theological Seminary, 
La Mirada, Calif. 


Fri—Romans 1:11-17. 
We Owe It To Share. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “I am debtor.” 
Nobody likes debt. The best thing to 
do with a debt is to pay it. The 
Lord makes it obligatory for us who are 
saved to help others as much as we can. 
The blessings of nature and grace are 
talents to be used for personal, social, 
and general good. Do you have the “I 
am debtor” attitude? It seems lacking 
in the majority of God’s people. The 
spirit of Christ is shown in our going 
about doing good. Be a real follower of 
the Lamb. “. . . walk, even as he 
walked” (1 John 2:6). Are you paying 
your debt to sinners? They have the 
right to expect you to give them Gospel 
help because you have shared Christ’s 
saving grace. Pray for Trinity Semi- 
nary and Bible College, Chicago. 


Sat.—Mark 8:34-38. Following Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up: his cross, and follow me.” 
The cross is just another way of saying, 
“Let the holy and righteous will of your 
Lord take the place of your sin-marred, 
willful will.” This is cross-bearing in a 
nutshell, letting Christ take our will and 
make it His. This is the most important, 
blissful thing that a Christian can know. 
Our will will undo us; but when our will 
is lost in Christ’s will, we are at our 
wisest and best life for time and eter- 
nity. Christ came down from Heaven 
not to do His own will, but the will of 
the Father who sent Him. Pray that the 
Lord may take your will and make it 
His. 
Sun.—Psalm 103:1-8. 

The Blessings of Salvation. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul: and. all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, 








You are not kept by your own power 
but by the power of God.—Charles E. 
Fuller. 












O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits.” 
Redemption, soul health,. forgiveness, 
mercies of Heaven, the grace of God in 
particular providences! Dwell on the 
blood that ransomed your soul. Think 
how much the Lord has blessed you 
individually, domestically, ‘corporately 
down the years And then look into 
eternity and Heaven and your escape 
from hell. Are you a grateful Chris- 
tian? Pray for Montana Institute of 
the Bible, Billings, Mont. 











Looking for a 


CHRISTIAN 
INVESTMENT? 


Stewardship doesn’t mean giving your 
money away and leaving yourself 
without sufficient income. 


SALVATION ARMY 
ANNUITIES 


provide a continuing lifetime income 
for you and also for a survivor if 
desired. Yet you have the joy of 
knowing your money is in the hands 
of a Christian organization. — 


The gift will be used to help other 
people find physical and spiritual sus- 
tenance. 


Rates up to 7.4% on a single life 
agreement. Write for details. 


“see ee ececaee esa eeoaaneaonoeooees 


‘THE SALVATION ARMY ; 
1 120 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST92 
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What are these benefits? - 
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